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BOARD MEETING 
July 12, 2018 

Bellevue Demonstration Garden (BDG) 
MINUTES 

  

Present: Andrea Gleichweith, Amy Lee, Carrie Hill, Penny Kriese, Alison Johnson, Gary Scheider, Gordon 

Polson, Jim Olson 

Absent: Elaine Anderson, Bob Connor, Peggy Smith, Nancy Simpson 

Guest: Jim Kropf 

Call to Order: Carrie called the meeting to order at 7:07 

Minutes of the June board meeting were approved as presented. 

Treasurer’s Report: 

As Peggy was unable to attend, Carrie provided the Treasurers Report. 

We are still in good condition.  GiveBIG provided us with a modest increase to our income this month.  

Overall, we earned more and spent less in the last month than anticipated.  A discussion followed on what 

factors may have contributed to those circumstances and what kind of research we might do as a board to 

understand it.  It was noted that we may still have outstanding training costs that are contributing.   

Operational Matters: 

There was a discussion of Treasurer Duties.  At this time Peggy is not stepping down; however, her family 

circumstances are such that she will need help and a successor should be identified.  It was noted that the 

Growing Groceries survey got a good response and that a similar approach could be used to identify people 

with skills that would make them a natural fit with the role.  This in turn led to a discussion of how we could 

more broadly identify Foundation members with skills that could be used by the board.   

The August Board meeting with be held at Neely Mansion on 8/11/18 at 9:00 am with a finish time by 

11:30.   

Carrie will ask Drexie Malone about the availability of facilities at Carkeek Park for the September meeting.   

Committee Reports:   

Gary Scheider gave an update on planning for a retirement celebration for Elaine Anderson.  CUH is not 

available until October.  It was suggested that we fold the celebration for Elaine into the celebration for the 

new partnership with Bellevue Botanical Garden. 

Bonnie Nordgren will head the party planning efforts for the BBG celebration.  She has asked for an 

approximate headcount for planning purposes.   
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There was a discussion of how best to advertise the event.  We also discussed details and costs.  The day 

will include a sale, educational conference, and party.  Five hours of CE will be available at the educational 

conference.  Contracts for the vendors will be sent next week.  Andrea G. will manage constant contact 

Andrea Gleichweith works for the WSU Foundation.  She offered to ID someone to come to a future board 

meeting to talk to us about how to be smarter about fund raising.  The board agreed that this would be 

welcome. 

Program Report 

Elaine is happily looking forward to retirement.  Carrie and Penny are taking on Elaine’s duties as Program 

Coordinator on an interim basis.   

There was a discussion about the need to, and how we might, vet applications to the program.   

We will soon have CE at home available. 

Jim Kropf spoke briefly about the efforts to find Elaine’s replacement.  This may take up to one year.  WSU 

has a new dean who doesn’t know anything about the Master Gardener program. He will be at Puyallup 

tomorrow.  Jim has arranged to have four or five volunteers there to provide him with a perspective on the 

program. 

Jim Olson briefly talked about a recent analysis of clinic data and what it said about what we do and how 

we do it.   

Meeting was adjourned at 8:34 

Submitted by Valentina Barei, Secretary for July meeting 
 


