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It’s all about you—how
your role is in cooperation
with the Diagnostic Lab
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How many zillions of bugs
are there in this world?
Only a few visited in 2016.
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A precipitous drop in the
number of fungal
submissions to the Lab
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There are so many factors
that culturally affect our
King County flora

iagn

of Th
a
osti
c

Clin
ic

oope
rati
on

nk s

it

Ma just gets bet
te
r ch
201 r
7
Rho
d

In this issue:

er D

ntin
uing
C

Yo u

e ar

G ar
d en

Bea

aD

en d

ron

Stin
g--A

-Ho
rtic

piar

ultu

rali
st

ist

It’s all about you
Well, it’s really not. It’s more about having outstanding
client service. So, visualize this scenario: A frustrated
gardener comes to your clinic with “a poor thing” in a
baggie. She tells you, “I tried; it died.” There’s not
much you can do with such a sample. And you know
the Diagnostic Lab must have tissue that is alive to do
any analysis so you won’t wrap it up and send it in one
of the handy cardboard boxes. No, you go to damage
control. You begin by discussing the environment(s) in
which a given plant is placed

The King County Master Gardener Diagnostic Lab
The Diagnostic Lab is located in the Center for Urban Horticulture on the University of Washington campus
Contact us through Elaine Anderson at 206 685-5104, or by leaving a voice message at 206 221-2537
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Don’t
Bug Me!

Insect samples over 5 years

And the critters really
didn’t this past year. It’s
not that they weren’t
around, it could be
because they’re thinking a
full attack this year. Are
you ready?
Your diagnostic lab has
been engaged in two
continuing education
seminars on bugs since the
2016 growing season just
in case.
You can see, by the
column graph, that bugs
appeared in similar
numbers from May to
September during 2016.
Among the buggiest plants we saw in Diagnostic Lab in 2016 were:
•

Azalea: many were affected by lace bug…similar to the rhododendron
lace bug

•

Rose: bothered by rose slugs and spider mites

•

Spruce: spider mites and spruce aphid were persistent

•

Laurel: psyllids and scale loved this member of the Prunus family

•

Elm: leaf miners and sawflies had a heyday with this stressed tree

•

Spearmint, thyme, rosemary and other herbs: leaf hoppers hopped
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Fungus…are you
among us?

Fungal
samples
over 5 years
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The numbers of fungal submissions to
the Diagnostic Lab have dropped
nearly in half over the past five years.
Though there was a slight rebound in
numbers from last year, the question
remains…why are we not seeing lots
of spores? They are, after all, quite
beautiful under the scope. With a wet
spring, chances are they’ll return.
The chart (on the left) shows the array
of fungal samples the Diagnostic Lab
received in 2016. May through
September are all prime months for
fungi infections. Give those spores a
little wet spring and, bam!, when the
heat begins, they’ll wreak their havoc.

Some types of fungal problems we saw in 2016:
•

Needle blight

•

Verticillium wilt

•

Twig blight

•

Powdery mildew

•

Leaf spot

From this list, can you figure out the top 3
fungal problems? (Hint: starts with P, L
and V).

Powdery mildew on rhododendron
leaves. Because this pathogen
doesn’t require moisture on the
leaves to propagate its spores, like
other fungi, it’s often seen in
warmer weather (with cool nights).
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We’ve Got
Culture!
Ah, so this is really gardening…we
mean this is what separates the pros
from the schmos (and all of us are the
latter sometimes!!). But it’s about the
right plant in the right place in the
garden. A healthy plant from the
nursery, properly placed and nurtured
according to its preferences, should
do well.
And what’s the key word? “Should!”
Think of all the things that can go
wrong excluding fungi and insects:
location with regard to directions; too
much sun; too much shade, too much
water; too little water; over or under
fertilization; footsteps; competition
from other plants; chemicals (of
course, they’re always blown in from
the neighbors). Please, add to the list!
The column chart above shows the distribution of cultural problems as seen in the
Diagnostic Lab in 2016. It appears that by August, our clients are fed up with the sad
performance of their “has-beens”
The types of cultural problems we
frequently saw in the Diagnostic Lab in
2016 were:

Of the following, can you guess which plant
had the most cultural problems in 2016:
•

Magnolia

• Drought stress: yes, plants, as
living organisms, require water

•

Blueberry

• Water (too little AND too much):
there is an art to this

•

Maple

•

Rhododendron

•

Cedar

•

Lilac

• Transplant shock: Think of you
moving to the moon!

✓

Think of
“R”
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