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A President's Farewell

How does a garden inspire a Master Gardener?
The Carkeek Gardens had purpose, place and city
and community support but they needed continual
maintenance. It may have taken Drexie 40 years to
become a gardener, but she is 'hooked' on Carkeek
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for now.
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Read the full article
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Bothell Children's Garden:
Experiential Learning for All Ages
...by Master Gardener Sharon O'Grady
The Master Gardener/Bothell Children's
Garden is a small Youth Outreach garden
located on property owned by Bothell
United Methodist Church. Here the children learn about mason bee
pollination, composting with worms and germinating seeds, and they are
encouraged to sample and harvest fresh produce and bring it back to the
classroom for healthy snacks. Learn how Master Gardeners and volunteers
make the garden fun for pre-schoolers and a learning lab for culinary
students.
Read the full article

What a Party!
2016 Plant Sale Preview Party a Huge Success!
...by Master Gardener and Preview Party Chair Bonny Nordgren
This year's Preview Party was terrific, with
music by Tony Lewis and his band Kaffeine.
The setting was the courtyard at Center for
Urban Horticulture (CUH), Mt. Rainier was
in full view. The Master Gardener crew set
two beautiful tables loaded with appetizers
of various cheeses, sausages, crackers,
fresh fruit, vegetables and dips. Wines from
William Grassie Estate and Chateau Ste. Michelle shared space with hors
d'oeuvres from Karen Binkhorst. Bonny recounts all the planning that went
into this year's fundraising event.

Read the full article

A President's Farewell Post:
Helping the Program to Thrive in King
County
...by Master Gardener Dave Hanower
Outgoing MGF President, Dave Hanower, looks
back on becoming a Master Gardener in 2010,
working with the Shoreline Clinic and the
Shorewood High School Culinary Arts Garden.
He reminisces about joining the Foundation
Board and becoming President, what he has

Dave working the raffle at

tried to accomplish and what he would like to

the Plant Sale

see happen next as he sets off to spend more time working in his own
garden.

Read the full article

Cultivate (More) Knowledge

Poison Hemlock:
A Deadly Mimic Lurking in the Garden
...by Master Gardener Barbara Hainley
Alarmed by the presence of this nonregulated but
noxious weed in her own area P-Patch in King
County, Master Gardener Barbara Hainley shares her
knowledge about how to identify this poisonous weed,
what can happen if you ingest or even touch it, and
how to remove it. Having this plant appear in areas
where unknowing foragers might mistake it for an
edible plant raises significant alarm in our gardening
community, so read more about this and where to find
additional information.

Read the full article

Elisabeth C. Miller Library Gardening/Horticulture Book of the
Month
Backyard Roots: Lessons on Living Local from 35 Urban Farmers
...by Master Gardener Marty Byrne
Do you consider yourself an urban farmer? Here is a
collection of vignettes about urban dwellers looking to
create a closer connection to their food and their
communities on the West Coast. The author is an
award-winning food and people photographer and an
interest in people's stories. Read about individuals who
reflect the spirit of the homesteaders today.
Read the full article

News Shoots: Short, newsy items of interest
Plant Sale Update: This year's Plant Sale results are
trending up slightly from 2015. Although the total
expenses are not yet tallied, the net income is expected
to exceed the budget of $16k. Thank you to all who
contributed to this event and all your efforts toward
fundraising for the Foundation.

Bellevue Plant Sale: The Bellevue Demonstration
Garden raised almost nine thousand dollars at their April 30th plant sale. In addition
to their usual tomato plants, they had a wide selection of landscape plants and a
collection of planters that were perfect Mothers' Day gifts. This effort doubled last
year's sales numbers. In addition, they sent many beautiful tomato and pepper
plants to CUH for inclusion in the annual Foundation Plant Sale. Great job BDG!
Thanks for all your hard work.

GiveBIG: This year's GiveBIG garnered donations of $4,360 for the Foundation.
Additional matching funds will be sent later (historically about 7-8%). Several of our
donors are with companies that will match donations. Thanks to all our donors who
persevered despite technical problems on the May 3 GiveBIG day.

MG of the Year announcement--Hot off the press! The deadline for receipt of
nominations for the State Master Gardener of the Year is June 17, but the MGF will
review the nominations before forwarding the final one to the State Foundation.
Please see the criteria and forms at http://www.mgfkc.org/about-us/mastergardener-of-the-year. Send your nomination with photo and consent of the nominee
to secretary@mgfkc.org by June 6. Awards will be made this year, and presented
at next year's State Conference.

Election results, Board officers slate for June election: The 2016 election
results are complete. The four candidates for the MG Foundation Board, Sharon
Englund, Gordon Polson, Gary Scheider and Peggy Smith were elected for three
year terms starting June 1, 2016. The slate of officers for the next year will be
voted on at the June 9 Board meeting. The slate includes the following: Anne Ellett,
President; Penny Kriese, Vice-President; Stephanie Kramer, Secretary; and Peggy
Smith, Treasurer.

Pop-up Clinics:
Reaching into the Hearts of the 'Hoods
...by Master Gardener Penny Kriese
A flash-mob Master Gardener clinic? Well, why not?
Rob Jones, second-year MG intern, suggested the
idea as a way to introduce the clinics to communities
who may not be close to a clinic or who may not yet be
aware of the services we provide. Find out more about
the 'pop-ups' planned for this summer.

Read the full article

What's Happening?
News and Updates

Next MGF Board Meeting: Thursday,
June 9, at CUH. If you are interested in
earning support hours by serving on a
committee, contact
president@mgfkc.org.
June 6: Deadline for receipt of MG of
the Year nominations (form, photo and
consent).Read the nomination
guidelines.
June 7: Last day to provide your comments on the survey about a
summer event for King County Master Gardeners. Look for your May
24 email from the Foundation for the link to the survey.
August 1: MG online applications open. Let someone you know is
interested find out how to Become a Master Gardener.
Sept 24 SAVE THE DATE! Cool Plants & Hot Topics -- the First
Annual Fall MG Plant Sale at Bellevue Botanical Garden. Watch for
the email for more information about the CE sessions, plants, vendors
and how to volunteer.
WHERE am I?
Find Master Gardener clinics and gardens in King County using the
new MGFKC map.
Forward this email
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