
 

Links and many pictures in ¡¡ Heads Up! are from: 

¡¡ Heads Up! 
News from the King County Master Gardener Diagnostic Lab 

The gardener’s  
salvation: Hope 

A ray of hope:  We are sure 
you have been noticing 
those plants that handle 
drought better than others.  
Natives are winners as are 
the usual Mediterranean fa-
vorites like rosemary and 
lavender.  And who would 
have thought that hostas 
would be able to maintain 
their vigor while all around 
them other plants are gasp-
ing for a drink!  Maybe it’s 
those fleshy roots that hold 
water so well.    

(Go to Page 2, “Hope”) 

Lamentation: For sure 
 

Pacific Northwest 
Plant Disease 
Management 
Handbook 

Pacific Northwest 
Insect Manage-
ment Handbook 
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WSU Hortsense 
(Our trusty go-to 
guide for identify-
ing and managing 

plant problems)  

We’re close to the end of another season of gardening 
and clinic activity.  This summer has had record-
breaking heat and drought.  Expect to see lots of plant 
problems this fall and as the new season begins in 2016. 
 
Aside from showing us the gaps in our watering prac-
tices, we have seen a big range of plant reactions.  
Drought is not the only issue.  Heat damages severely!  
Plants react by becoming scorched, shriveled and, ulti-
mately, they die.  Heat-stressed plants show reduced 
vigor, bloom, fruit set and ripening, as well as early fall 
color and leaf drop. 

http://hortsense.cahnrs.wsu.edu/Home/HortsenseHome.aspx
http://pnwhandbooks.org/plantdisease/
http://insect.pnwhandbooks.org
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There’s always hope 
(Continued from Page 1) 

Some poor, shriveled-up, dead-looking plants 
may not be totally gone.  They certainly look 
dead above the ground but their roots may still 
be viable.  After a fall and winter of recovery 
time, they could be back next spring.   A little 
TLC by clients and the welcomed cool-down 
may be the key to let a plant return to its past 
glory.   
 
Watering should continue into the fall to reju-
venate favorite plants stressed by summer mala-
dies.  Moving an unhappy plant to a more fa-
vorable location could also help.  Later this fall, 
when the rains have started and temperatures 
have cooled down, would be the best time for 
that.   
 
Spring is an opportunity for second chances. 

Drought: Related to fungi 

Even though drought-stressed plants can be 
more susceptible to fungal problems, we 
have seen far fewer examples of fungal issues 
this summer than in recent years.  There is 
the possibility that it has simply been too hot 
and dry for most fungi… 

except… 

…of course, powdery mildew.  It’s on anything 
and everything…and occurring sooner in the 
season than in past years. 

http://pnwhandbooks.org/plantdisease/search/node/powdery%20mildew
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That (un) lovable, funny, yet irascible Leafhopper 

The 10 buggiest plants 

Over the past three years, here is a list (from the 

worst first) of the buggiest plants we’ve seen! 

1

Leafhoppers are in the same order (Homoptera) as aphids, scale, mealybugs, whiteflies 
and cicadas.  They are insects that suck plant juices leaving stippling or pale pin-sized 
dots in clusters on leaves (see photo above).  The key to diagnosing leafhopper damage is 
seeing the stippling in clusters.  They can also be vectors for viruses in some plants. 
 
Leafhoppers come in varying sizes from nymph to adult and, with their simple meta-
morphosis, all their stages resemble each other.  Look for cast skins on the undersides 
of leaves – telltale evidence that a leafhopper has been there. 
 
Leafhoppers will indeed hop when disturbed, but they also scoot sideways onto the 
other side of a leaf to hide, which makes them fun to tease.  Unfortunately, after the 
cuteness and teasing are over, they leave stippled leaves that can sunburn easier, and 
the possibility of viral infection. 

Rhododendron(

Azalea(

Fir(

Pear(

Apple(

Boxwood(

Grape(

Laurel(

Plum(

Raspberry(

Rose(

(Boxwood and Grape are tied) 

2

Photo by David Cappaert, Michigan 
State University, Bugwood.org 

Photo by Joseph Berger,  
Bugwood.org 

Can you guess what poor 
plant this is…and what 
caused the damage? 

http://insect.pnwhandbooks.org/search/content/leafhopper
http://insect.pnwhandbooks.org/search/content/rhododendron
http://insect.pnwhandbooks.org/search/content/azalea
http://insect.pnwhandbooks.org/search/content/fir
http://insect.pnwhandbooks.org/search/content/pear
http://insect.pnwhandbooks.org/search/content/apple
http://insect.pnwhandbooks.org/search/content/boxwood
http://insect.pnwhandbooks.org/search/content/grape
http://insect.pnwhandbooks.org/search/content/laurel
http://insect.pnwhandbooks.org/search/content/plum
http://insect.pnwhandbooks.org/search/content/raspberry
http://insect.pnwhandbooks.org/search/content/rose
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What to expect in September 
Over the past three Septembers, the Diagnostic 
Lab received an average of 43 specimens.  Of 
those,  

• 21% had cultural issues (e.g., 
drought, scald);   

• 35% had fungal issues 

• 20% had insect issues 

Top 5 problem plants for September 
1.  Pear: Trellis Rust 

2.  Dogwood: Leaf scorch/Drought 

3. Cherry: Leaf curl/Brown rot 

4. Apple: Scab 

5. Rhododendron: Drought/Lace bug 

What to expect in October 
Over the past three Octobers, the Diagnostic 
Lab received an average of 30 specimens.  Of 
those,  

• 24% had cultural issues (e.g., drought 
(still), transplant shock);   

• 21% had fungal issues 

• 16% had insect issues 
Top 5 problem plants for October 

1. Pear: Trellis Rust/Alternaria 

2. Apple: Codling moth/Scab 

3. Boxwood: Drought/Spider mites/Leaf spot 

4. Maple: Transplant shock 

5. Rhododendron: Powdery mildew/Sun scald Pear Alternaria 

 

Which apple has 
scab? 

Spider mites under         magnification 

Ready for Halloween with a 

Witches Broom (Cherry leaf curl) 

 

http://pnwhandbooks.org/plantdisease/pear-pyrus-spp-trellis-rust-european-pear-rust
http://pnwhandbooks.org/plantdisease/pear-pyrus-spp-trellis-rust-european-pear-rust
http://hortsense.cahnrs.wsu.edu/Public/FactsheetWeb.aspx?ProblemId=352
http://hortsense.cahnrs.wsu.edu/Search/MainMenuWithFactSheet.aspx?CategoryId=3&PlantDefId=61&ProblemId=49
http://hortsense.cahnrs.wsu.edu/Public/FactsheetWeb.aspx?ProblemId=35
http://hortsense.cahnrs.wsu.edu/Public/FactsheetWeb.aspx?ProblemId=15
http://insect.pnwhandbooks.org/hort/nursery/hosts-and-pests/rhododendron-rhododendron-rhododendron-lace-bug
http://insect.pnwhandbooks.org/tree-fruit/apple/apple-codling-moth
http://pnwhandbooks.org/plantdisease/apple-malus-spp-scab
http://pnwhandbooks.org/plantdisease/pear-pyrus-spp-storage-rots
http://hortsense.cahnrs.wsu.edu/Public/FactsheetWeb.aspx?ProblemId=327
http://hortsense.cahnrs.wsu.edu/Public/FactsheetWeb.aspx?ProblemId=324
http://hortsense.cahnrs.wsu.edu/Public/FactsheetWeb.aspx?ProblemId=3018
http://hortsense.cahnrs.wsu.edu/Public/FactsheetWeb.aspx?ProblemId=531
http://hortsense.cahnrs.wsu.edu/Public/FactsheetWeb.aspx?ProblemId=3022
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Odds  and Odds… 
Because there are no ends 

 

¡¡ The not “IMPOSSIBLE” quiz ! 

On page 3, there was a table showing the 10 
“buggiest” plants we’ve seen in the Diagnostic 
Lab since January 2012.  Your mission, should 
you decide to accept, is to match the five  
common bugs we’ve seen since January 2012) 
with their fave plant to suck or chew.  Can you 
match all five?  (Answers at the bottom of the page) 

Aphid 
Lace bug 

Leaf miner 
Spider mite 

Erineum mite 

Preparing for  
winter this fall 

• Prune affected plants 
• Clean all dead plant tissue 

around plants and dispose 
• Move plants that require a better 

“culture” 
• Mulch (be careful with fungal 

leaves) 
• Clean gardening tools with       

alcohol 
• Plan a water delivery system ** 

Answers: 
 
Aphid—plum, apple, fir 
Lace bug—rhododendron/azalea 
Leaf miner—boxwood, lilac 
Spider mite—azalea 
Erineum mite—grape 

** WATER 
In harmony with California’s severe drought and 
with King County being in a declared drought emer-
gency, it’s time to think about a more efficient and 
less expensive ways to water gardens. 
 
Learn about then share with clients the idea of drip 
irrigation.  A handy person can easily supply water 
to all plants in the common urban garden with very 
little fuss and not much cost.  Think about it now 
and take action when the next water bill arrives. 
 
Proper watering reduces plant stress which, in turn, 
reduces fungal and insect activity.  Well-watered 
plants are happy plants! 

This is the last edition of ¡¡ Heads Up ! for 2015.  
Here’s hoping that you’ve learned a thing or twenty 
in the five issues.  Please share your thoughts about 
this e-publication with Elaine Anderson.  We’ll be 
back with you next April. 

Photo by Randy Cyr, Greentree, Bugwood.org 

NOT a pruning method you should recommend. 
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