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STEALTH, THY NAME IS RABBIT
There are so many things out there to tax the sunny good nature of a gardener. I
could make you an extensive list, but you, as Master Gardeners, have probably
heard/experienced it all. According to a very reliable source reporting from the
clinic that worked the Master Gardener Plant Sale, King County is being
OVERRUN BY RABBITS!!
Succulent spring growth can be the victim of a wide variety of garden
nightmares. Some of those nightmares have teeth—cute little incisors perfectly
adapted for nibbling succulent spring growth at the expense of your sunny good
nature. And just because you have never seen a bunny in your garden doesn’t
mean they aren’t there.
Rabbits generally feed between dusk and dawn, but can also be active during the
day. They feed mostly on grasses and other vegetation (like your vegetable
garden) in the summer, and plant buds, twigs, and bark in the winter. Their
browsing looks neatly clipped at a 45 degree angle—not shredded (that’s deer) or
rasped (that’s slugs/snails) and at a consistent height from the ground.
The most reliable rabbit deterrent is wire fencing specifically designed for
rabbits, or a terrier if you can stand the barking. You can find some other good
advice at

Barbara Reisinger

Bursting Dogwood Blossoms.
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Cheeky beasty!

Should you come across a rabbit busily annihilating the beginnings of one of
your favorite plants, your efforts to chase it off will result in him (or her) soundly
thumping a back foot on the ground at you. Such cheeky little beasties! You are
left with a chewed plant and the memory of a little white fluffy tail disappearing
into the bushes.

Heads UP! is the newsletter of the
Master Gardener Diagnostic Lab in
King County. All images are used with
permission, credited accordingly, and in
accordance with applicable licenses.

BROWN LEAVES ON CHERRIES?
THINK BROWN ROT!

WEATHER STATION

On your next walk, look closely at the cherry trees in your neighborhood. Are
there brown leaves hanging from the branches, similar to this photo?

Sherbrooke

Our winter was warmer and drier than
normal, at least until we reached
February, which was colder than normal.
March was dry with only 46 percent of
normal precipitation. Seattle received
eighty percent of normal precipitation for
April at 2.21 inches, with temperatures
averaging near a normal of 52 degrees.
This summer’s outlook shows fifty-five
percent chance of warmer-than-normal
temperatures, with precipitation being
below normal for our area in June, July,
and August.
Be prepared—water, water, water.
Statistics from the Office of Washington
State Climatologist.

CLOUDS

Robin Rosetta, OSU Nursery IPM

Brown leaves hanging in summer are the most visual symptom of Brown Rot
Blossom Blight and Fruit Rot. It is caused by two fungi, Monolinia fructicosa and
M. laxa. They can infect all members of the Prunus genus (ornamental and
fruiting cherry, plum, peach, nectarine, apricot, and almond) where springs are
wet. They can infect quince, apples, and pears, as well.
Fungal spores over-winter on infected twigs, cankers, old flowers, and decaying
fruit and leaves left on the ground. Spores emerge during spring and will infect
newly-opened flowers, eventually spreading to growing twigs, causing dieback.
When covered in fungal spores, infected flowers turn light brown or buff colored.
The disease can also cause branch cankers and fruit rot, progressing throughout
the tree. Branch growth will look angled as the disease kills main shoots in spring
but allows side buds to emerge later in summer.
The key to cultural control is to remove dead branches and fruit, dead leaves, and
other detritus in the canopy and around the base of the tree. This is best done in
summer and fall when the weather is warm and dry. There are several fungicides
registered for home use in our state: http://hortsense.cahnrs.wsu.edu/Search/
MainMenuWithFactSheet.aspx?CategoryId=3&PlantDefId=61&ProblemId=35.

Cirrus clouds are made of ice crystals
and look like long, thin, wispy white
streamers high in the sky. They are
commonly known as “mare's tails”
because they are shaped like the tail of a
horse. Cirrus clouds are often seen
during fair weather. But if they build up
larger over time and are followed by
cirrostratus clouds, there may be a
warm front on the way.

Refer to the April-May 2018
Heads UP! issue for more on
brown rot.

J. Pscheidt, 2002.
PNW Plant Disease Handbook

https://scied.ucar.edu/imagecontent/cirrus-clouds

Weather resources:
http://www.climate.washington.edu/
https://www.weather.gov/
https://cliffmass.blogspot.com/
https://www.almanac.com/weather

University of Georgia Plant Pathology,
University of Georgia, Bugwood.org

Twig dieback due to brown rot.

Cherry flower infected with brown rot.
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DIGGING IN THE DATA AND NEW RESOURCES

RED LILY LEAF BEETLE:
Lilioceris lilii

We will review the Diagnostic Lab’s data from 2014 to today to see what’s
happening this time of year, and suggest some new or recently-revised
resources you might find helpful. See the Puget Sound Gardening Tip Sheets for
lists of publications and websites full of help for our region, and to keep you up
to date on new resources from WSU that will help with late spring and early
summer questions.
Question: If you plant a cherry this year, can you expect to avoid the problems
that cherries have every year?
NO. So what are some cherry problems we are seeing? Brown rot; see page 2 of
the 2018 Heads UP! April-May issue for a pictorial guide for this fungal disease
and links to learn more. It affects blossoms, leaves and twigs. Also check out
shot hole fungus that causes unsightly small purplish ovals on leaves, and
powdery mildew on blossoms, leaves, twigs, and fruit. These and other pathogens
and pests are listed in the Fruit Handbook for Western Washington, #EB0937
and Why Backyard Fruit Trees Are Not for Everyone, FS124E. There is also the
WSU Tree Fruit web site for disease management help.
Question: What might be causing tip dieback on my Asian pear? Is it
pseudomonas?
Pseudomonas syringae is a bacterial pathogen especially important in the PNW.
It causes spots that enlarge and can blight an entire leaf and girdle twigs. It also
causes stem cankers and shoot-tip dieback on maples, lilacs, pears, and other
woody plants. “Gummosis,” usually found on fruit trees, can be caused by this
pathogen. It is formed in previous season’s wood, entering via damaged tissue. It
is also spread by rain, insects, and tools; but it can be managed. Look for
symptoms this time of year and again later in summer. Learn more in the PNW
Handbook on Plant Diseases about this bacterium and how it might be managed.
Question: Does anthracnose infect more than dogwoods and maples?

Barbara Reisinger

It’s not too late to look for the red lily leaf
beetle (RLLB), Lilioceris lilii, or signs of it
chewing on your lilies (Asiatic lilies and
Lilium spp.), Polygonatum spp.
(Solomon’s seal), Solanum spp.
(potatoes, tomatoes, eggplants and
bittersweet nightshade), Nicotiana and
Smilax; they do not attack day lilies,
Hemerocallis spp. One little bug can do
so much harm, but its bright-red color
makes it easy to spot, and so are its rows
of reddish, amber-colored eggs on the
underside of leaves. Timing is critical,
and you need to treat this pest before the
flowers open. If you have had them
before, chances are good you will have
them again, so be vigilant all summer. If
you see the larvae (they cover themselves
with their own feces), put on your gloves,
pick them off, and destroy.

Anthracnose is actually the name of a group of fungal diseases and they infect a
wide variety of woody plants, perennials, and vegetables such as beans, tomatoes,
eggplants, and peppers. Since the typical disease cycle begins in debris from the
previous year, or on cankers formed in the previous season, use good sanitary
practices to avoid plant infection. While not immediately fatal, repeated
infections on woody plants can lead to decline and dieback. Here is a list of plants
and articles about symptoms and controls.
Question: How can Master Gardeners be ready to help clients with questions
about plants?
First, we need to be able to confirm the identity of the plant before we make
recommendations. Know your plants so that you can more quickly identify the
possible problem; most pests and pathogens are plant specific. As often as you
can, include plant identification classes in your annual CE to broaden your
knowledge. Learn to use the Plant Problem Diagnosis Form as a checklist when
asking clients questions and helping them fill out the form. If you have a sample,
or send one to the Diagnostic Lab, a good sample is required to make a good
diagnosis. If the sample provided is not sufficient, ask the client to return with a
better sample—after all, you both want to be able to get an answer to the
question: What’s wrong with my plant?
EXTRA, EXTRA, READ ALL ABOUT IT!
Diagnostician expires due to frustration
from insufficient forms and samples!

Barbara Reisinger

The adults overwinter in the soil and leaf
litter, and then lay eggs in early spring.
Once hatched, larvae go through four
instar stages in 3 to 4 weeks before they
pupate. The new adults emerge midseason as a pale grub to feed on flowers
and leaves. The host plants are not able
to generate new growth and may not
return the next year. Be ready to scrape
the larvae off for the first half of the
season. Good news? Resistant varieties
are available. Because this pest is a
relative newcomer to the Pacific
Northwest, WSU is still tracking their
expansion. You can help by reading Todd
Murray’s Pest Alert: Red Lily Leaf Beetle,
and report sightings. For an in-depth
article about RLLB, see the June 2018
issue of Heads UP!
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THE ONGOING SAGA OF RUSTS AND THEIR DOUBLE
LIFE: PEAR TRELLIS RUST
CHECK OUT THE
NEW FORMS:
CLINIC NAME AND
LEGIBILITY MATTERS!
Please make sure to take time to
accurately, legibly, and
completely fill out the diagnosis
and/or ID forms to be submitted,
with samples, to the Diagnostic Lab.
Forms are not complete without the
clinic name. Without the clinic
name we cannot share the diagnosis
with your clinic.

USEFUL WEB SOURCES!

The last issue of Heads UP! contained an article on the hidden life of Pacific Coast
Pear Rust whose alternate host is Incense Cedar. A similar, and just as curious,
relationship exists with Pear Trellis Rust and its alternate host of juniper. Both
of these rust diseases produce orange jelly-like sporulation structures on their
conifer alternate hosts in the spring. They look like someone tossed spoonfuls of
marmalade on the juniper. If you missed your chance to see these structures this
spring, when the spring rains started, be sure to catch them next year in the cool
April/May dampness. These spore-producing structures shoot spores into the air
which are carried by the wind to any nearby susceptible host—in this case, a
nearby pear tree. Between Pacific Coast Pear Rust, Pear Trellis Rust, and Scab it’s
tough being a pear tree in the Pacific Northwest!
Pear Trellis Rust shows up on a pear a little later in the season with bright-orange
spots on pear leaves. These spots grow in size and develop very interesting
structures on the undersides of leaves, which I suppose looked like some sort of
trellis to the person responsible for naming the disease. These structures produce
spores that then are blown back to the juniper and the disease goes around and
around.
Watch for the swollen orange
jelly-like structures in the
spring on junipers. There will
be a long-suffering pear tree
nearby that is going to develop
some very strange orange
spotted leaves.

• http://gardening.wsu.edu/
• https://pnwhandbooks.org/insect
• https://pnwhandbooks.org/plantdisease
• http://hortsense.cahnrs.wsu.edu/Home/
HortsenseHome.aspx
• http://pestsense.cahnrs.wsu.edu/Home/
PestsenseHome.aspx
• http://mastergardener.wsu.edu/
diagnostic-resources/
• http://extension.wsu.edu/king/
gardening/fact-sheets/
• http://www.mgfkc.org/

I thought I was pretty
cool until I realized that
plants can eat sunshine
and poop out air.

William M. Ciesla, Forest Health Management International, Bugwood.org

The orange jelly-like sporulation on junipers.

Look in Hortsense and PNW Disease Management Handbook for more
information. In the meantime, don’t miss the show on junipers next spring, and
watch for bright orange pear leaves later this summer.
Yellow spots show up later on
pear leaves.

—Jim Bugg

NERD’S CORNER:
Beware of common names
Our common and well-known Western
Redcedar is Thuja plicata. The Eastern
Redcedar is actually a juniper—Juniperus
virginiana. It has several other common
names but is still a juniper. Making sure to
use the correct botanical name will ensure
that we are all talking about the same plant.
Here are a couple of resources to confirm a
plant’s botanical name:
https://plants.usda.gov/java/
http://www.theplantlist.org/

https://fff.hort.purdue.edu/article/juniper-rusts/

This is what the rust
currently looks like on
Juniper.

Spore structures on the
underside of the pear leaf,
found later in the season.
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VEGGIES FOR NOW!
It’s time to plant warm-weather vegetables—those crops that need a longer
growing season and warmer temperatures. With a little planning, preparation,
and care, you can overcome some of the limitations in our area. Choose the site
for your garden carefully, to be out of the wind but in full sun, like the southfacing side of a building. If starting from seed, always look at the “days to
harvest” to get a sense of timing. Row covers extend the growing season and
improve your chances for a reasonable crop of warm weather veggies. Cover bare
ground with clear plastic to raise the soil temperatures quickly.

TWIGGA
MORTIS

DEPARTMENT REPORT
No lily for me this year:

Wotten Wabbit!

Meyer-Rebentisch, Dr. Karen/Getty Images

brytta/Getty Images

So what to plant? Concentrate on vegetables that benefit from being eaten
immediately after harvest like tomatoes, sweet corn, and peas. Think about
making small plantings of crops several times during the growing season so they
mature in ready-to-eat batches. If you plan to freeze and eat the crop later, plant
larger batches and process all at once. Don’t overplant; density can result in
disease. Other warm-weather crops to plant include beans, cucumbers,
edamame, peppers, and summer squash. If you want to try eggplant, melons, and
okra, you should know that they need the most warmth to produce a mature crop.

Itsy bitsy, teenie weenie,
Yellow polka dot, zucchini
Seeds or transplants? Transplants will give you a head start once the garden
warms. Starting seeds earlier indoors allows you to put your starts out at the
same time as transplants. The larger the transplant, the more likely you are to
have crops to harvest. Raised beds are ideal for most vegetables because the soil
warms sooner, is usually well-drained, and can be watered more efficiently; weed
control is also easier.
Find fact sheets on most vegetables at http://pubs.wsu.edu/ListItems.aspx?
CategoryID=220. There are the Home Vegetable Gardening in Washington,
EM057E and Edible Gardening, Tip Sheet #5 for lots of help. Happy harvesting!

Elaine Sherbrooke

Dagnabbit, that rascally rabbit!
With sharp incisors and stealth, gone are
the anticipations of beauty and sweet
scents—the furry beasty made out like a
bandit with the lily buds that held such
glorious gardening dreams.
Refer to page 1 of this issue to glean some
insight on how to deal with these pests.
Cute is NO excuse!

Eric Sonstroem
Marie Iannotti

Stuart Blyth/Getty Images

Time to plant my
garden… Or as the local
bunnies call it, my “allyou-can-eat buffet.”
—J.Wagner, Maxine
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