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Planning Team 
Linda Shepherd  Penny Kriese   Sue Kraemer 
Gia Parsons   Sharon O’Grady  Elaine Anderson (early advisor) 
Gary Scheider   Darien Payne   Carrie Hill (early advisor) 

 
Linda Shepherd earned a Ph.D. in biochemistry and worked for two biotech companies in the 
healthcare industry. After leaving the corporate world, she published Lifting the Veil: The Feminine 
Face of Science and taught online for California Institute of Integral Studies.  
  
By studying herbal medicine and ethnobotany, she learned how native people used the green 
world to live comfortably in our maritime climate —and that plants are the ultimate biochemists.   
 
She is a member of Washington Native Plant Society and self-published a book about the native 
plants of Mirrormont Park based on a signage project she led. She has volunteered at the Tribal Life 
Trail MG Demo Garden at Lake Wilderness Arboretum. Botanically, her main interests are native 
plants and vegetable gardening. 
 
In order to have a place to grow food, she started Mirrormont Pea Patch on Tiger Mountain in 
2009, which now serves 24 families as well as donates to the Issaquah Food Bank. In 2013, she 
became a MG in order to learn more about plants and share her knowledge with others. After 
discovering Snohomish County’s Growing Groceries Educational Series, she asked Elaine whether 
we could have something similar in King County. Elaine said she’d love that — if Linda be willing to 
organize it. Linda connected with Gary and Gia at the Recognition Brunch last October, and the 
project grew from there. But it wouldn’t have happened without a great team. 
  
She also enjoys reading, learning, and classical music. She has been dedicated to community service 
within her 600-home community on Tiger Mountain and has been Mirrormont Community 
Association President for the past five years.  
Contact info: Ljsheprd1@comcast.net (425) 391-8790 
 
Gary Scheider joined the Master Gardener program in 2010 and is currently the Clinic Leader of the 
Snoqualmie Valley Clinic, as well as a member of the Master Gardener Foundation of King County, 
where he leads the Clinics Committee. Gary is a member of the Growing Groceries planning team.   
 
Gary has a graduate degree in Neuroscience from the University of Wisconsin and had a long career 
in Marketing and Health Management and Outcomes Research in the pharmaceutical industry. 
Since retiring, he has dug deeper and honed some of his gardening skills, which developed initially 
growing up on a dairy farm in Northern Illinois.  
 
His primary gardening interests are in veggie gardening, and also curiously enough, poisonous 
plants.  He enjoys growing brugmansia, and other unusual ornamentals, but is also a major foodie 
and traveler. He and five other Master Gardeners are also active at the St. James Cathedral kitchen 
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garden – a production garden growing produce that helps feed nearly 175 homeless individuals five 
days a week. He’s passionate about the King County Master Gardener Program, has led the Spring 
Plant Sale at CUH and several other large projects.  
Contact info: alpinist.gary@gmail.com  (206) 963-6883 
 
Gia Parsons has been a Master Gardener for ten years, but she has been gardening with her father 
since she was a small child. Before arriving in the PNW from Guam, her experience was with 
growing bananas, sugar cane, and other tropical food crops. Now, she gardens at Marymoor 
Community Garden with her husband and two children. Their favorite vegetables are purple 
cauliflower, broccoli, sweet corn, and cucumbers.  She helps to run Marymoor Community Garden 
and its very productive foodbank.  In 2015, the food bank garden donated 10,000 pounds of fresh 
organic produce to Hopelink Redmond.  
 
One of her favorite Master Gardener events is the annual plant sale in which she co-chairs the 
Herbs and Veggies department. She loves meeting new people, finding new foodstuffs to grow, and 
is thrilled to be a part of the Growing Groceries team.  Helping people grow a wide variety of 
nutritious fruits and vegetables is one of her many passions, seeking out new and 
interesting cultivars to grow is another passion, and putting them all together in the kitchen is just 
plain deliciousness. 
Contact info: giaparsons@hotmail.com  (425) 533-5181  
 
Penny Kriese joined the Master Gardener program in 2011, a year after moving to Seattle from the 
East Coast. She joined the Board of the Foundation the following year, in 2012. She volunteers with 
the Diagnostics Lab, helping produce the Heads UP! newsletter. In 2014, she became Secretary for 
the Foundation Board, and in 2017 the President, and she currently serves as Immediate Past 
President. Carrie Hill and Penny are currently serving as Interim Program Coordinators for the 
Master Gardener Program in King County. She is particularly passionate about trees and is currently 
a Tree Ambassador for the City of Seattle, creating and leading tree walks throughout the city to 
help residents identify trees and make good tree selection choices for their gardens. She is also a 
docent at the Dunn Gardens. 
Contact info: pckriese@gmail.com   (206) 527-3161 
 
Sharon O'Grady became a Master Gardener in 2008 and started volunteering at the Bothell 
Children's Garden and the Bothell Home Depot clinic. She was the clinic scheduler for 3 years. Upon 
retiring from her professional career as a Clinical Research manager for Medtronic in 2013, she 
assumed a leadership role at the Garden and has been cultivating Master Gardener interns, vets 
and food crops ever since. She expanded the Youth Outreach programs to include pre-school 
students from Head Start and the NorthShore Cooperative Pre-school as well as high school 
culinary arts students from Bothell High School. She has mentored other Master Gardeners to 
assume leadership roles in curriculum development and presentation of garden lessons to these 
student groups. Most recently, one of the 2018 Master Gardener interns introduced a Jr. Master 
Gardener curriculum for home-schooled students in the Bothell area.  
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Sharon's interests lie in helping to combat food insecurity among low-income families. Produce 
harvested from the Bothell Children's Garden is donated to the Hopelink Food bank. By careful 
planning and use of season extending techniques, the garden is steadily becoming one that can 
supply food throughout much of the year. Her favorite vegetables to grow are garlic and celeriac 
which may be unattractive but is delicious! 
Contact info: ogrsh53@yahoo.com   (425) 765-1902 
 
Darien Payne has been growing vegetables and fruits organically for 40 years, in two West Coast 
climates, north and south, and in four different soils. A move to Fall City and then struggling to 
grow vegetables on a north-facing slope of glacial till has motivated her to learn about how to 
improve and maintain soil health. 
 
After completing the 2017 Master Gardener training, Darien joined the Snoqualmie Valley Master 
Gardeners Clinic. For the past 9 years, she has been one of the organizers of the annual Snoqualmie 
Valley Seed Exchange, generally held in early February at Cedarcrest High School in Duvall. Darien 
also gardens at the Fall City Learning Garden, a community sharing garden that supplies produce 
for the Fall City Community Food Pantry. 
Contact info: darien@cruzio.com  (425) 222-0593 
 
Sue Kraemer is a graduate of the 2014 MG class and is a member of the Fred Meyer Ballard Clinic. 
She has served on MGFKC board and serves on the education committee. She also volunteers her 
gardening expertise to Queen Anne Manor, bringing gardening experiences to residents. 
Professionally, Sue is a scientist and educator at the University of Washington Bothell. In addition, 
Sue volunteers with Seattle Data for Good, directing healthcare data projects. Her other hobbies 
include hiking, photography, and playing saxophone. 
 

Faculty 
Gia Parsons  Linda Holman   Margaret MacLeod  Jean Jones 
Darien Payne  Bruce Bennett   Anita Waghani   Maria Gerace  
Sharon O’Grady Krista Fay   Carole Bartolini  Suzi O’Byrne  
Sue Kraemer  Marty Anfang   Alison Johnson 
Jim Olson  Lewis Ting   Gary Reum 
Kirby Cartwright Jasmine Aryana  Marcia Dillon 
 
Class 1: Principles of Vegetable Gardening in the Pacific Northwest and the Allium family 

• Date: 10/17/18 
• Gia Parsons (bio above) and Jim Olson 

 
Jim Olson has been a gardener since way back. After a break of several years for college and 
playing, reffing and coaching competitive volleyball, gardening came back onto the front 
burner. He joined the Master Gardener Program in 2013. Currently, he shows how to grow 
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melons at the Bellevue Demo Garden, co-leads the Redmond Clinic and is on the Clinics 
Committee. At home, he has a little bit of everything edible, with a side of multiple 
landscape plants, including orchids and plumeria. A BS in Chemistry from WSU led to a 
career in employee safety at Boeing. While there, he helped develop and deliver safety, 
health, and environmental training. 
Contact info: jpoiam@earthlink.net 
 

Class 2: Soil, Compost, & Gardening Methods 
• Date: 11/14/18 
• Darien Payne (bio above) and Kirby Cartwright 

 
Kirby Cartwright is a 2017-2018 Marymoor Community Garden Association (MCGA) board 
member where he is happy to serve.   
 
He has been a gardener since he was a child—roughly 50 years. In Dublin, Ohio (where he 
last lived) he had his first vegetable garden and first compost bin. They were both as old as 
his children—30 years. 

 
The story of Kirby and his wife, Cheryl, moving to the Northwest is the story of gardening 
and their participation in the MCGA. They actually signed up for a half plot (“peapatch”) 
before moving here in mid 2016. His wife likes to say that they got off the plane and the 
next day they were digging up their plot. She exaggerates slightly. It was the second day. 
Both of them are mostly retired. Kirby is a Contract Software Engineer and Cheryl was a 
School Librarian. They moved to Bellevue to be closer to their daughter, Megan.  Cheryl and 
Kirby together took a class in Art Appreciation at Bellevue College (Winter 2018) and Art 
History at the same college (Spring 2018). They enjoyed both of them immensely. 
 
Kirby is the kind of gardener that visits his Pea Patch at Marymoor in the Winter and dreams 
of Spring. Gia and other Master Gardeners inspired him to sign up for the WSU Master 
Gardener program so that he could learn more about gardening and help others. He was 
done with classes in late March 2018 and is almost done with his intern year. He worked 
twelve clinics in 2018, mostly at Home Depot in Bellevue, but also at the Bellevue Farmers’ 
Market and at the Crossroads Farmers’ Market. He also volunteered at both the Spring and 
Fall Plant Sales. 
kcartwri55@gmail.com  (614) 537-0950 

Class 3: Planning and Garden Design 
• Date: 1/9/19 
• Sharon O’Grady (bio above) and Linda Holman 

 
Linda Holman retired from working in the healthcare field at UW in 2008. In 2009, she 
became a Master Gardener. In 2011, she became a Master Pruner.   



 
 

 5 

 
When she completed the Master Gardener training, she interned at Animal Acres, which 
was then a children’s garden. She also worked at the Shorewood HS culinary arts garden. 
 
In 2012, those involved in the Animal Acres garden abandoned the project. Linda was 
serving on the Community Services Commission of Lake Forest Park and they discussed 
what to do with the garden. Overwhelmingly everyone wanted the garden revitalized, so 
she submitted a proposal to the Board and it was approved as a MG Demonstration Garden. 
 
Linda and her colleagues made many improvements to the site and added new beds, trellis, 
split rail fence, drip irrigation, native plant area. They also grow plants used in fabric dying 
to incorporate permaculture ideals. They partner with the city for tree removal, water, etc. 
Animal Acres has hosted events for students from Lake Forest Park Elementary School, the 
local Girl Scout troop and the Shorecrest Interact students.  
 
Linda is a member of the Lake Forest Park Rotary, which works with projects supporting 
hunger homelessness. The Rotary donates Animal Acres’ produce to Prince of Peace 
Lutheran Church in Shoreline for their POPY’s Cafe. The Shorewood and Shorecrest culinary 
arts gardens now all donate to this project. 
 
This is Linda’s first experience in teaching and she hopes to explore new interests and ideas 
from the other Master Gardeners involved. 
Contact info: lhholman@comcast.net  (206) 817-8995 

 
Class 4: Small Fruits and Perennial Vegetables 

• Date:  1/30/19 
• Bruce Bennett, Krista Fay, and Marty Anfang 

 
Bruce Bennett has been a WSU Master Gardener for some twenty years.  He is also a WSU 
Rain Garden Educator, WA Certified Professional Horticulturalist and a Certified Nursery 
Consultant. He has worked as an information specialist and diagnostician at Swanson's 
Garden Center in Seattle, Molbak's Nursery in Woodinville, and the Northwest Flower & 
Garden Show, as well as the nursery consultant for the eight Home Depots in the Greater 
Seattle area (including Issaquah). 
 
Bruce began his horticultural career as a hobby while still working as a director of 
education at the University of Washington. He designed the landscape for his new home 
and began receiving requests for design assistance from friends and other referrals. After 
retiring, Bruce increased his business to full-time status. He now has a twenty-five-year 
history as a residential designer and lectures along the west coast and wherever his RV 
travels across the country take him and his wife.  
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Bruce is a member of the King County's original Growing Groceries program and now   
focuses his efforts on small fruits and berries; edibles he has grown in his own yard.  
Contact info: bennettbd33@hotmail.com  (206) 245-5134 
 
Krista Fay is a Seattle native who spent memorable times as a child gardening with her 
Grandmother. Her Grandmother also tutored her in the art of canning and preserving. This 
influential relationship was the inspiration for a lifelong interest in gardening and culinary 
adventure. 
 
Krista studied English Literature at Whitman College, after which she embarked on a life 
that included travel and living overseas. She has visited 34 countries and lived many years in 
the Middle East, Europe, and East Africa. Visiting famer’s markets in a variety of distinct 
regions inspired her to study culinary anthropology. Spending time with farmers and 
artisans provided her with valuable insight into many diverse cultures and the gardens they 
created.  
 
Krista is an intern with the Master Gardening program. She has admired and created 
beautiful gardens in many locales including Rwanda, Lithuania, the United States, and 
places in-between. Inspired by Alice Waters, founder of the Edible School Yard Project, 
Krista believes that it would be extraordinary if gardens could be a part of every community. 
She also believes that these gardens should include good things to eat and habitat for native 
birds and pollinators. 
 
A dedicated volunteer, Krista supports local organizations including Children’s Hospital, the 
Bellevue Botanical Garden Society, and many environmental groups including the Eastside 
Audubon Society. 
Contact info: kristafay@icloud.com  (206) 795-0939 
 
Marty Anfang has been a Master Gardener for 10 years. She has a graduate degree in 
healthcare and a long professional career as an RN, working in many institutions and 
management positions, including quality assurance for WA State. She retired in 2007 and 
besides the Master Gardener program, she volunteers in church outreach ministry and a 
healthcare advisory board. 
  
She lived on a farm in Eastern WA where her family grew all the fruits and vegetables one 
could want, as well as raised cattle, chicken, sheep, and others. She and her siblings were 4-
H members, and proudly won lots of blue ribbons at fairs. Without realizing it, she 
developed a deep love of gardening and quality fresh food.  But not until college did she 
appreciate the taste and nutritional difference between “home grown fresh” and “grocery 
store old.”   
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Without a farm, when her 4 children were young she always found space for a small garden 
and taught them how to grow groceries—to experience the wonder and excitement of 
nature, while learning responsibility and discipline through the whole process of plan, 
prepare, plant, persevere. Not surprisingly, Marty’s primary gardening interest is edibles 
(although she does love flowers). She also enjoys cooking healthy food, making greeting 
cards, traveling, and sailing in the San Juan and Canadian Gulf Islands. 
Contact info:  awellerway@comcast.net   (425) 228-1141 

 
Class 5: Seed Starting and Early Greens 

• Date: 2/13/19 
• Margaret MacLeod and Suzi O’Bryne 
 

Margaret MacLeod was in WSU’s Master Gardener class of 2018 and was an intern 
volunteer with the Vashon Clinic that summer. She is a lifelong gardener, and learned to 
grow vegetables, flowers, and herbs in her childhood on the North Carolina coast, in the 
south-central Netherlands, and in north-central Connecticut. Margaret has a Master of 
Sciences degree in Family Therapy from Texas Woman’s University and practices and 
teaches couples and family therapy. She is full time teaching faculty at Antioch University in 
the School of Applied Psychology, Counseling, and Family Therapy in the Couples and Family 
Therapy Program. She also serves as faculty liaison to Antioch’s GROW program, a student-
run organization whose mission is to promote the incorporation of gardening concepts in 
mental health therapy treatment. In addition to her work in the field of family therapy, 
Margaret consults with families on the east side of King County on how to start and raise 
small fowl flocks. Her gardening interests include culinary herbs, gardening with chickens, 
city patio gardening, and plant identification. 
Contact info: margaretreedlmft@gmail.com  (425) 591-3019 
 
Suzi O’Byrne became a Master Gardener in 2009 and shares her clinic time between Renton 
McLendon’s and the Bellevue Demonstration Garden. Born and raised in Seattle, she 
acquired her love of indoor and outdoor gardening at her grandmother’s side. Suzi’s 
plant/floral business, “Suzi Greenthumb’s” (1974 – 1983), saw her booking/presenting plant 
parties (like “Pampered Chef” with houseplants) all over Washington State and creating the 
floral decorations for weddings and funerals.  
 
Shortly after graduating from UW with a degree in English in 1977, Suzi was hired by the 
Bellevue Police Department/Eastside Regional 911 Communications Center (now 
Norcom) as a 911 police/fire/EMS dispatcher, promoted to communications supervisor, and 
taught 911 call receiving/dispatching classes. She retired in 2007 and has been gardening 
and volunteering ever since! She volunteers for the Bellevue Police Department, the City of 
Newcastle, and the Bellevue Botanical Garden. She is also a member of the Hill ‘n Dale 
Garden Club, and a past member of the Puget Sound Dahlia Association. 
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When not spending time with granddaughter Tenley (almost 3!) in Bonney Lake, Suzi 
gardens with her husband Steve on their 1.5-acre Double S Ranch in Newcastle. Their 
barnyard includes McCoy the horse, a rooster named “YardArt,”and some hens. Add two 
miniature horses and a llama that belong to a friend and they’re guaranteed an excellent 
compost pile! 
 
Suzi starts most of her own seeds in two greenhouses (one heated/one not) and enjoys 
growing annuals, peonies, vegetables, raspberries, dahlias, orchids, roses, houseplants, 
citrus trees and other types of tropical plants. August and September find her canning “dilly 
beans” and other favorites from the summer’s bounty! 
Contact info:  suziobyrne@comcast.net   206-650-8034 

 
Class 6: Cabbage and Chenopod Families  

• Date:  2/27/19 
• Sue Kraemer (bio above) and Anita Waghani 

Anita Waghani is a Garden Coordinator for Tilth Alliance, Steward for Green Kirkland with a 
passion for Forest Restoration, Sustainable Agriculture, and Gardening.   

As Garden Coordinator she is responsible for The McAuliffe Learning Garden in Kirkland, 
which showcases Permaculture principles, using natural methods for planting, growing and 
pest management.  Anita is responsible for building a team of volunteers, driving local 
community engagement, and leading the management of the Demo Garden and the Urban 
Forest. The Garden features native plants, vegetables, berries, herbs, an urban rain garden, 
and a composting system.  Anita also assists in Educational Classes on natural yard care. 

As a Steward for Green Kirkland, whose goal is to restore 500 acres of land back into an 
urban forest, Anita is involved in planting native plants, removing invasive species, and 
monitoring the land and forest. What excites Anita the most is seeing the impact of these 
efforts in the forests, i.e., more birds, wildlife, bees, pollinators, people walking in the 
forests, and youth participating in restoration activities.  

As a Soil and Water Steward, she works on restoration of urban forests and wetlands in 
Seattle and Eastside. She has a Masters in CS and a Bachelor’s in Business. 

She enjoys hiking, exploring new places, and watching good TV mysteries, but is happiest 
when she is “playing in the dirt”! 

Contact info: anitawaghani@tilthalliance.org anitawaghani@gmail.com   
Cell (425) 736 5784 
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Class 7:  Pea and Carrot Families 
• Date: 3/13/19 
• Carole Bartolini and Alison Johnson 

 
Carole Bartolini graduated from the Master Gardener program in spring 2017.  Becoming a 
Master Gardener was always on her “bucket list” and, after retiring from teaching special 
needs students and working at Seattle-King County Public Health, she was thrilled to be 
accepted into the program.  
 
Carole’s love of vegetable gardening began when helping her grandfather harvest his 
backyard plot in the suburbs of Washington, D.C.  After settling in Seattle in the 1970s, she 
continued to garden, always tending a strawberry patch as well as growing herbs and 
tomatoes wherever she lived. Since becoming a Master Gardener, Carole is glad to report 
that her vegetable garden has “blossomed.” She enjoys her time at the Bothell Children’s 
Garden, where she has not only gained valuable knowledge and skills but also had the 
opportunity to work with preschoolers and high school students.   
 
Having worked in public health, she is aware of possible health disparities for some 
individuals and families due to a lack of wholesome and affordable fresh fruits and 
vegetables. Carole believes it is important others know about the benefits, joys and 
gratification from growing their own groceries! 
Contact info: bartinsea@msn.com  206-551-3479 
 
Alison Johnson has been a Master Gardener since 2011. She is on the MGFKC Board, co-
leader of the Redmond Clinic, has been a mentor for the Intern training, co-chaired the 
plant sales at CUH and BBG and is on the Education Committee. She attends the Bellevue 
Demonstration Garden (BDG) as much as possible and is the MGFKC Board liaison for BDG.  
 
Alison is also Plant Amnesty Master Pruner as well as on the Board of Northwest Perennial 
Alliance (NPA) as Chair of Education and Workshops. Her garden is open to NPA members 
and MG friends the first weekend of June each year. 
     
She has lived and gardened in Cheshire, East Sussex, and Norfolk in England as well as North 
Carolina and Gig Harbor in the USA. Her present garden is a couple of acres on a salmon 
creek in Redmond and is an English Country garden with borders of herbaceous perennials 
and shrubs, surrounded by Douglas Fir, Western red cedar and even a couple of Sequoia. 
The planting is mixed with fruit trees, currant bushes, herbs, vegetables, and permaculture 
crops in raised beds. There is still some lawn, but it gets less and less each year. There are a 
greenhouse, a potting shed, and a Chicken Cottage with six chickens and four ducks. She 
grows as organically as possible and has four compost bins and two worm bins. She is very 
keen on propagating and especially loves the challenge of taking softwood and hardwood 
cuttings and growing perennials from seed.  
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Contact info: alison.johnson@comcast.net (425) 208-5343 
 
Class 8: Bugs, Weeds, and Watering 

• Date: 3/27/19 
• Gia Parsons (bio above) and Gary Reum 

 
Gary Reum was raised on a farm in North Dakota, spending summers driving tractors and 
operating farm machinery long before he could get a license to drive a car. After a stint in 
the Navy as an Electronic Technician, he worked 23 years for Boeing on all aspects of 
airplane structure (wing and fuselage) and systems engineering (mechanical, electrical, and 
hydraulic), including advising VPs and international contractors. He has lived in the Pacific 
Northwest now for over 32 years. 

 
As a MG intern and lifelong learner, he’s immersing himself in learning about gardening, 
natural philosophers such as Ben Franklin and Alexander von Humboldt, Transcendentalists 
Emerson and Thoreau, classical music—and all aspects of Nature. He believes the Pacific 
Northwest to be an inspirational location on the globe with its varied landscapes, 
abundance of water, and diverse plant life.  
 
He is fascinated by plant diversity, the interactions between insects and plants, and the 
roles insects play in the ecosystem, cycling nutrients, and pollination. He realizes that trees, 
shrubs, and wildflowers are critical to many other living systems, creating shelter for wildlife 
and, perhaps most importantly, insects (bugs!). 
 
Gary grows veggies in raised beds at Mirrormont Pea Patch and helps keep the irrigation 
system functioning. He is enthused and honored to be a member of the Issaquah Clinic and 
Bothell Children’s Garden program. Whenever possible, he attends Seattle Symphony 
Orchestra, Seattle Opera, and Seattle Shakespeare performances. 
Contact info: reummuseum@gmail.com  425-238-2336 

 
Class 9: Tomato Family 

• Date: 4/10/18 
• Marcia Dillon and Jean Jones       

 
Marcia Dillon (aka The Crazy Tomato Lady) has been a Master Gardener since 2012 and 
manages the tomato beds and greenhouse operations for the Bellevue Demonstration 
Garden. 
 
She enjoys growing a variety of edibles but loves all things tomato, growing about 100 
varieties each year that range from tiny cherries to jumbo beefsteaks. She recently started 
breeding tomatoes and hopes to someday bring new varieties to market. 
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Contact info: dillon1962@att.net    Home 425-746-3601    Cell 425-765-5084 
 
Jean Jones has been a Master Gardener since 2015 and is currently the leader of the 
University District Farmer’s Market clinic. When she can, she helps out at the Ronald 
McDonald house Gardens, but she would have to say she really loves doing clinic. It gives 
her great satisfaction to see how grateful the clients are for our advice and how 
knowledgeable some of our fellow Master Gardeners are. 
 
Jean’s love of gardening started early. Her mother and grandfather always had a large 
vegetable garden. So, growing up they ate fresh from the garden all the time. She has fond 
memories of picking grocery sacks full of green beans and not so fond memories of having 
to wash pounds of little cukes for pickling. Her strengths in gardening are in growing fruits 
and vegetables.  
 
Having an education heavy in science, she approaches gardening with an investigative mind. 
Her son built her a small green house in which she starts all my own vegetable seedlings. 
She really enjoys plant propagation and has been experimenting with grafting tomatoes 
with some interesting results.   
 
Still being relatively new to the program, she is in awe of all the wonderful things the King 
County Master Gardeners do, and all the amazing people involved. As she learns about all 
the opportunities for involvement, she looks forward to finding her niche. 
Contact info:  jeanj2323@gmail.com      (206) 949-1574 

 
Class 10: Cucumber Family and Corn 

• Date: 5/8/19 
• Sue Kraemer (bio above), Gordon Polson, and Maria Gerace 

 
Gordon Polson started gardening back in 1941 when his father left for India in the Royal 
Navy to return five years later. Gordon took over his dad's Allotment. Although unable work 
the whole plot—they are quite large, he maintained crops of tomatoes, blackcurrants, 
gooseberries, peas, potatoes and runner beans.  
  
His uncle gave him the responsibility of looking after his garden, including his collection of 
record-beating 'mums and his greenhouse contents whenever he took his family on 
holidays. Gordon loved this responsibility. 
  
He travelled all over the Middle East during his time in the Royal Air Force. After college to 
become a Mechanical Engineer, he worked through a few companies in the UK before stints 
in the USA working at Lockheed in Georgia followed by Boeing and several other 
engineering companies. 
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Taking MG training on Saturday ten years ago, Gordon has thrived in the MG world ever 
since. In his first year, he organized the start of a Children’s Garden at Lakeridge School on 
Mercer Island, which has gone from strength to strength under a number of different 
leaders since. 
  
He is heavily involved with the annual May Plant Sale, September Plant Sale at the BBG, and 
the new annual CE teaching class at Shoreline Tech. He has mentored and presented 
Propagation classes to new Interns, MGs and the general public. He has led the MG clinic on 
Mercer Island for the last few years.  
 
He grows leeks, tomatoes, cucumbers, runner beans and onions. Fruits are blackcurrants, 
plums and gooseberries. Unusual and fragrant plants are favorites. 
Contact info: ancientbrit2@gmail.com   (206) 232-6705 
 
Maria Gerace graduated twice, first with a degree in Medical Technology and second with a 
degree in Nursing from Thomas Jefferson University in Philadelphia, PA. She has worked in 
blood banking and nursing, and currently works full time in Clinical Research at The Fred 
Hutchinson Cancer Research Center. In anticipation of retirement (in the near future) she 
enrolled in the MG class of 2018 and is currently an Intern. 
 
Her interests are: gardening (of course), mushroom hunting, hiking, and backpacking. For 
the first 13 years of her life, she lived on her family’s homestead in Southern Italy. In the 
late 1960s, her entire family immigrated to the United States (to Philadelphia, PA). This 
move “took the girl out of the farm but it did NOT take the farm out of the girl!”   
 
In the late 1980s, she relocated to the “playground” known as The Great Northwest (Seattle 
to be exact). Although confined to apartment life, she immediately became involved in all 
manner of activities, one of which was to relive her childhood memories of growing veggies 
with her Grandmother, Thus, she started to cultivate a plot in one of the Seattle’s P-
Patches. Soon, she was cultivating in community gardens in THREE cities (Seattle, Redmond, 
and Bellevue). In 2001, she relocated to Duvall and almost immediately enrolled in the 
Community Garden in Carnation (and relinquished the Seattle and Bellevue plots.) 
 
She cultivates year-round and grows all her own veggies and some berries. She enjoys 
sharing success and failures with like-minded individuals and I especially enjoys giving 
excess produce to Hope Link, friends, and coworkers. 
Contact info: calabrisela@gmail.com  609-417-7842 

 
 


