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PRUNUSðITôS THE PITS! 

This time of year we are enjoying the fruits of summer, stone fruits, that is.  
Nearly all stone fruits belong to the genus Prunus, part of the Rose family.  We 
usually associate Prunus with cherries, whether flowering or fruiting, but there 
are other fruits with pits such as almonds, apricots, peaches and plums, and all 
their crosses like pluots and plumcots.  Thereôs even a laurel, a cherry laurel.  
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A garden UFO feasting on the pollen of 

the bright blue Commelina ! 

Fir0002/Flagstaffotos 

As members of this genus, these species have a lot in common starting with their 
fruits.  Stone fruits are also known as drupes, a fruit consisting of a fleshy outer 
part, and a stone or pit that contains the seed kernel.  Some species in this genus 
are known for their colorful, shiny bark like P. serrula, Tibetan cherry.  Some 
grow as a dense bush like P. laurocerasus, cherry laurel, or P. lusitanica, 
Portuguese laurel.  The cultivated species include the beloved ornamental 
flowering cherries and plums, even apricots. 

Every member of the Prunus genus has alternate, elliptic-shaped, toothed leaves.  
Their delicate flowers are formed in sets of 5, 5 petals and 5 sepals, in a bowl-like 
cluster, and all the fruits are fleshy drupes.  Like all members of the Rose family, 
they all attract a limitless list of insects and diseases; insects such as aphids, leaf 
hoppers, borers and mites, and diseases such as powdery mildew, leaf spots, 
crown gall, cankers, viruses and on and on é  

So why do we plant them again?  For their sweet fruits and lovely flowers!  So, if 
you are going to grow stone fruits, here are some things to remember: 

§ Plant in full sun or only partial shade. 

§ Prune in summer after flowering to reduce the risk of infection. 

§ Transplant them into your garden as bare root or balled and burlap wrapped. 

§ Know your species: plums have sweet scents and thrive with neglect; peaches 
and apricots flower early so there is a higher potential for injury from late 
frosts; and cherry laurel often suffers from root rot and shothole. 

In the end, think of these fruits as a 20-year investment, good while they last, but 
it may not be a long-term investment, which is just the pits.  
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APPLE OF YOUR EYE? 

Apple problems: Scab versus Insect 

Letôs look at the symptoms.  If the lesions 

start out greenish, appearing on the 

leaves first then the fruit, turning brown 

or black, then it is probably the fungal 

disease apple scab.  The symptoms on the 

fruit may look warty and develop cracks, 

or there may be masses of small black 

spots that look like pinpoints that develop 

after the fruit has been harvested and 

stored.  See the factsheet PNW582: Apple 

Scab and visit the Hortsense Scab page. 

A WORD ABOUT HEMLOCKS AND DOUGLAS-FIRS 

Many of you have noticed and questioned the dead and dying western hemlocks 
and Douglas-fir in our region.  The Department of Natural Resources and WSU 
Forestry research report that western hemlock struggles to survive and will 
defoliate when it doesnôt have enough water, a situation that we have experienced 
over the last several summers.  Drought also makes them more susceptible to the 
foliar fungal disease Rhizoctonia butinii.  Hemlocks are also susceptible to several 
root diseases.  Damage and death may increase when root disease, Rhizoctonia 
and drought all interact at the same time. 

Douglas-fir is also experiencing tip dieback where branch tips and some tops of 
young Douglas-fir turn red and die.  Dead areas are next to what appears to be a 
fungal canker.  An association with drought is suspected.  Samples are being 
analyzed at Oregon State University. 

https://sflonews.wordpress.com/2018/06/19/forest-health-update-emerging-
issues-with-western-hemlock-and-douglas-fir/ 

A bonus readðthis sweet blog post on the lovely Hemlocks of the Pacific Northwest: 
http://islandnature.ca/2011/12/heres-to-hemlocks/ 

Whitney Cranshaw, 

Colorado State University, Bugwood.org 

How long and how much to water?  Most trees have roots down at least two feet 
in the soil. Aim to get water down that far.  Once the soil is moist, then an inch of 
water per week is recommended to keep woody plants alive.  How to determine 
an inch of water?  Put out a few empty tuna cans or pie plates, turn on the 
sprinkler, and time how long it takes to build up an inch of water in the pan.  
Thatôs how long you should apply water to the tree each week, assuming no rain.  

Western Hemlock defoliation and mortality 

WATER THOSE OLD TREES! 

Itôs so sad when a big old tree dies. Itôs especially 
sad when that death could be prevented.  Many 
people think that mature trees donôt need water 
in summer.  Trees may be native and adapted to 
our dry conditions in summer.  However, with 
temperatures heating up and with extended 
periods of no rain, many trees suffer from 
drought stress in summer. Give them a drink, a long, cool drink. 

The most likely insect culprits are apple 

maggots (Rhagoletis pomenella) or 

coddling moths (Cydia pomonella).  

Apple maggot adults lay eggs just below 

the skin of the apple, making such a tiny 

puncture that it is often overlooked.  The 

larvae then tunnel through the apple flesh 

as they mature, exiting the fruit to pupate 

in the ground.  They leave behind a fruit 

riddled with browning tunnels, but 

hopefully no larvae.  Hereôs more 

information: EB1928E: Protecting 

Backyard Apple Trees from Apple 

Maggots and Hortsense: Apple Maggot. 

Clemson University - USDA Cooperative 

Extension Slide Series, Bugwood.org 

Apple scab 

Apple maggot damage 

Continued on page 3 sidebar . . . 

Apple maggot adult fly 

The symptoms of drought can vary, but usually consist of foliage loss (especially 
at the top of the tree), early fall coloring, drooping and dull leaves, chlorosis, and 
marginal leaf browning.  If a tree has one or more of these symptoms, the 
solution is to turn on the soaker hose or sprinkler and slowly apply water to the 
root zone. 

Amy C. Ramsey, 

DNR Forest Pathologist 

Douglas-fir Tip Dieback 

Amy C. Ramsey, 

DNR Forest Pathologist 
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http://hortsense.cahnrs.wsu.edu/Search/MainMenuWithFactSheet.aspx?CategoryId=3&PlantDefId=59&ProblemId=19

