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BOARD MEETING 

May 11, 2017 

MINUTES  
  
Present:  Kelly Angell, Anne Ellett, Penny Kriese, Jim Olson, Gordon Polson, Gary Scheider, 
Peggy Smith, Alison Johnson, Sue Kraemer, Stephenie Kramer. 
Guests: Carrie Hill, Marty Byrne 
Absent: Bob Connor, Susan Dodd, Elaine Anderson.  
 
CALL TO ORDER: The meeting was called to order at 7:00PM at CUH. 

Minutes - Minutes of the April Board meeting were approved as presented. 
 

TREASURER’S REPORT   
April Financials. Peggy reported that she moved 10K from the MoneyMarket fund to the 
checking account to temporarily cover plant sale expenditures.  She also reported that April is 
not typically a strong income month, but May usually is.  We utilized $29,000 in operations and 
$13,000 in unrealized gains.  The BDG sale netted $6547 at their last plant sale.  BDG also 
received a designated donation of $600.  Elaine had purchased $1500 in books to sell to the 
new interns, and she has sold $1300 thus far.   
 
Peggy noted that sometimes she received donations in honor or in memoriam of a person.  It is 
difficult for her to write acknowledgement notes for these donations because she often does 
not know who the person being honored is, or have their address.   
 
Peggy reported that the Bothell Demo Garden had $1500 designated to it for the creation of a 
rain garden, from Sharon O’Grady through her employer gift program, but Sharon has reported 
that it is not likely that a rain garden will ever be built there. They do have a robust Children’s 
Garden and educational program for kids.  Sharon has suggested that $400 be spent to send the 
Children’s Garden volunteer educator to training, which is an alternate use of the funds.  The 
Board agreed that Peggy can tell Sharon that the Board agrees to spend the $400 on the 
training, and suggest the remainder of the funds move into the general fund. 
 
Peggy will also ask Sharon Englund for her Flower and Garden Show expenses, so she can be 
reimbursed.   
 
The Directors discuss letting the clinics and gardens know that the RFF budget has been 
expended for the year.  Peggy will send a list of garden leaders to Anne and Penny so Anne can 
reach out and let them know there are no additional funds this year, to aid them in their garden 
planning efforts.   
 
Marty will remind the membership via the newsletter that if they shop on Amazon Smile, the 
Foundation can benefit from a percentage of their purchases as donations.   
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PROGRAM REPORT  
Elaine was ill so there was no Program report. 
 
ORGANIZATIONAL MATTERS 
Board Calendar and Action List:  

 Anne reviewed the Action Items List.  Some items, including retention data, and a 
review of the Contacts form were to be reported by Elaine. In her absence, these items 
remain in progress. 

 Penny and Sue Kraemer are preparing a survey about CE preferences.  It will be 
distributed at the end of the clinic season. 

 Elaine shared a copy of the competency list with Penny; it focused on Latin names and 
insect ID.   

 The Gardens do not submit annual reports so there are no reports to review. 

 Master Gardener of the Year.  The nomination is due 6/1.  Penny suggests Emily Bishton 
as she has made community education and involvement a priority at Magnuson. Peggy 
will interview Emily and prepare the nomination form if she is amenable.   

 
COMMITTEE REPORTS 
Raffle:  Bob was absent but Anne made the report.  The raffle netted approximately $3972, 
which is down about $1000 from last year.  The three winners were Master Gardeners, David 
Guthrie, Cathy Davis, and Pandy Stoianoff.  Big thanks to Bob & Karen H for running the raffle. 
Plant Sale:  The final numbers are not yet available, however Friday was extremely busy.  The 
season’s cool and wet weather affected the plants available and may have affected shoppers 
enthusiasm for buying summer fruits and veggies.  Alison reported a disappointing turn-out for 
talks, although it is unclear why at this time.  The plant sale committee still needs to debrief.  
Gary is concerned the UW will raise rental costs next year; the parking lot was quite muddy, 
and he became aware that many user groups utilize the shed and the UW doesn’t charge for it, 
and they may wish to in the future.  
The Board thanks Gary and Alison for all of their hard work running the plant sale! 
Education Committee:  Gordon would still like to hold advanced training classes, and has some 
ideas for highly qualified speakers.  The Education Committee has not been able to schedule a 
meeting yet this year.  Gordon is giving his propagation class again at the Grange in Issaquah, 
and anyone is welcome, but the venue is limited in size.  The Directors agreed they would like 
to publicize Gordon’s talks more widely, as well as other talks.  The Directors noted that they 
missed Elaine’s email blasts listing upcoming CE opportunities around the county.  Those were 
well received and helpful.  Jim notes our communication and education strategies are 
inconsistent; as are our professional development and client education strategies.   On a related 
topic, the fall plant sale planning is underway and there are 5 speakers scheduled.   
 
ADDITIONAL ORGANIZATIONAL MATTERS:   
Summer Picnic:  Gary reminded the Directors about a summer picnic.  He spoke with Bonnie 
and she thinks she may be willing to organize the event.  Bonnie would like to look at the survey 
form from last year before committing.  Penny will send Gary the survey results from last year 
[NOTE: this was completed as of note writing]. 
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Clinic Box Contents:  Sue asked if there is an online location of the new clinic box content so 
folks can study at home. Carrie stated she would send Tip Sheet #2 to the entire Board so folks 
can study the contents.  Marty will put the same in the next newsletter [Both actions done as of 
finalization of these minutes].   

 
ADJOURNED: 8:22 PM 

Next Meeting:  Thursday, June 8 at CUH at 7:00PM. 
 
Submitted by Stephenie Kramer, Secretary 


