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Master Gardener Plant Sale and Garden Market:  
Getting Ready! 
 
…by Master Gardener Sam Mitchell 
 
 
The plant sale is coming! The plant sale is coming! Many of us are already months into 
working to make the Master Gardener Plant Sale and Garden Market in May a huge success. 
Others of us may only have an inkling that we’d like to help. Maybe this is the year to donate 
divisions or cuttings of the plants we love in our own gardens. After all, we’re gardeners: We 
want to share our love of growing beautiful and interesting, or delicious and healthy, things. 
Donating plants to the sale in May is one of the easiest ways we can do that. The good news is 
that donating plants is also an easy way to help support the WSU Extension Master Gardener 
Program in King County. But it comes with a moment of pause to consider whether our 
instincts to share are worth our efforts. 
 
What can we sell? 
We want your cool stuff — the plant you paid a lot of money for that you don’t see in your 

friends’ gardens. For years we’ve talked about the common stuff 
we almost always have too much of: daylilies, iris, carex. Having 
too much of anything this year may be especially challenging, 
since we’ve shortened the sale to the Friday Preview Party and 
all day Saturday. We have one less day to catch the eye of plant 
shoppers. Best advice this year? Put your division of Shasta 
daisies on the curb with a “Free” sign, and bring us a division of 
your Pachyphragma macrophyllum. Give your Calamagrostis 
acutiflora ‘Karl Foerster’ divisions to friends (or perhaps bring us 
one glorious division), and bring us your Chionochloa rubra. 
 

Absolutely can’t bear to compost the rampant actors in your 
garden? Bring us two really exceptional specimens that shine with quality and health — and 
then compost the rest at your house. 
 

You’re ID experts, right? 
We want the plants you can name with certainty — and we want the names! Every year we 
spend a lot of time trying to identify donated plants. It’s quite a challenge at the Potting Party in 
March (this year March 18), when many plants are barely emerging from dormancy. Make sure 
we can sell your plants with confidence by identifying genus, species and cultivar for each 
plant. If you have a choice between donating a forgotten groundcover geranium and your 
favorite, Geranium macrorrhizum ‘Bevan’s Variety,’ the named cultivar will outsell the unnamed 
plant every time. With woody plants it’s even more important! The difference between Prunus 
laurocerasus ‘Mt. Vernon’ and Prunus laurocerasus ‘Schipkaensis’ is important for any 
gardener, but compare either of those to the type species. Imagine buying the wrong one! Best 
advice this year? Bring us only what you can name. Spend the summer talking to other 
experienced gardeners you know to identify the rest, and bring us those next year.   
 
Wait, it’ll grow. 
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There’s nothing more fun than watching someone find the 
perfect plant at the sale, especially if it’s in bloom, 
fragrant, and beautiful. Viburnum carlesii ‘Diana’ is a 
charmer and would seduce anyone with its fragrance. 
Often, though, we lose that same customer, who leaves 
our sale to drive to Swanson’s, Wells Medina, or another 
nursery to buy a larger specimen. It’s true there are a few 
gardeners who want, or need, to start small and allow 
things to grow into place. Most of us, though, are 
impatient. As much as we want to support the sale, we 
can’t imagine buying the 8-inch, single-stemmed division 
of even the choicest plant. We’ll spend $40 to have 
something we can see from our house, rather than $4 for 
something we’ll see in three or four years. Best advice? 
Propagate your plant, but then hold it for a year or two 
while it grows into something resembling its mature 
parent in your garden. Then share it, knowing it’ll bring immediate beauty to a new home. 
 
Still want a list?   
Here are some perennials typically in bloom during the sale. Check your own records, though, 
and bring us the plants you have that flower in early May.   
Aquilegia — columbine 
Aubrieta 
Bergenia 
Brunnera 
Convallaria — lily of the valley 
Corydalis 
Dicentra — bleeding hearts, always popular for Mother's Day 
Geum — always sells out early 
Helleborus 
Heuchera — not blooming, but always popular 
Hosta — same as Heuchera, especially known varieties 
Iberis 
Lewisia — sells out if blooming 
Lithodora 
Mukdenia — not blooming, but popular 
Papaver — poppies 
Phlox 
Podophyllum — not blooming, but popular 
Primula 
Pulmonaria 
Scabiosa 
Tiarella 
Viola 
 
Finally, plan the plants for the sale carefully, label them, and bring them to the Potting Party. 

Saturday, March 18 at the Center for Urban Horticulture. 
Watch for more information in The Connection and your email. 

 
Viburnum carlesii ‘Diana’ 


