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BOARD MEETING 

May 12, 2016 

MINUTES 
  
Present:  Kelly Angell, Anne Ellett, Sharon Englund, Dave Hanower, Alison Johnson, Sue 
Kraemer, Stephenie Kramer, Penny Kriese, Gordon Polson, Gary Scheider, Peggy Smith, and 
Horst Momber, Plant Sale Chair 
Guests: None 
Absent: Bob Connor, Susan Dodd, and Elaine Anderson, Program Coordinator 

CALL TO ORDER: The meeting was called to order at 7:00PM at CUH 

ANNOUNCEMENTS 

 Summer Board meeting sites. Brief discussion about possible sites for summer 
meetings. Gary will check the availability of Bellevue Demo Garden, and Kelly will check 
on Magnuson Children’s Garden for the July and August meetings, respectively, and 
report in June. 

 Dave Hanower handed over the President’s keys, logo and a set of Thank You cards to 
Anne Ellett in advance of her election to the Presidency in June. 

 Stephenie Kramer offered to serve as incoming Secretary, starting in June. 

 Minutes of the April Board meeting were approved as presented. 
 
TREASURER’S REPORT 

 Peggy reviewed the balance sheet and the income/expense reports as provided. 
o Peggy requested $125.00 to update the Quick Books applications on three PCs, 

the Foundation Treasurer’s, the Plant Sale Treasurer’s and Steve Layman who 
handles the annual tax reports preparation for the Foundation. The request was 
unanimously approved. 

o Gary requested $300 be added to the Clinic Refresh funds as a cushion against 
unforeseen expenses in 2016. After discussion, he withdrew the request, 
planning to submit an RFF as needed. 

o The RFF for Animal Acres for $200 that had been approved by email was 
unanimously confirmed. 

o Peggy reported that the Foundation received $1000 from the Garden Wars 
competition at the Northwest Flower & Garden Show, BDG had income of over 
$8900 from their spring plant sale, and the 2016 Raffle receipts were over 
$4500. 

PROGRAM REPORT – Elaine was not present to provide this report. 
ORGANIZATIONAL MATTERS 

 Plant Sale. Horst Momber has submitted his resignation as chair of the Plant Sale. The 
Board accepted his resignation with regret and offered its sincerest gratitude for his 
years of service in this capacity and as a member of its steering committee. Having been 
such a great leader for this annual event for the past decade at least, Horst brought very 
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special qualities to this endeavor that will be difficult to replicate, but he admitted that 
now is the time.  
Despite efforts to recruit new chairs for this event, no one is ready to step into this role, 
so Horst recommended that this event be reviewed with emphasis on finding a new 
chair and possibly changing the venue (CUH will increase rent at least 10% in 2017). 
Horst volunteered to head this year’s sale re-hash involving department heads and 
include discussions about the sale’s future, making use of the existing steering 
committee for this role. MGF is not currently committed to use CUH in 2017, but are on 
their calendar for the sale dates. Penny suggested a facilitator external to this 
committee be involved to ensure a broader discussion and help identify new leadership. 
Dave suggested that we wait for responses from the re-hash for ideas for discussion by 
the steering committee at a later date. Horst will set the date for the re-hash prior to 
the next Board meeting, ideally June 4, the existing Steering Committee will be asked to 
review all possible changes to the sale, and one of the Board members in attendance 
would act as liaison for the Board. Anne offered to represent the Board if another of the 
Board members who is currently a committee member did not take on this role.  

 Communications. The Community Relations Consultant position is open, and Marty 
Byrne will apply for the position. She had volunteered to edit the newsletter in April and 
will continue in May. She will be paid for the hours. By the June Board meeting, we will 
have the contract for the new coordinator. 

 Calendar. Dave reviewed the items on the calendar. Voting in the annual election of 
directors will end May 15 and Penny will send out a reminder and announce the results 
in the June newsletter. 

 Action Items were reviewed and dates modified.  
An updated list of Action Items will be circulated following the meeting. Regarding the 
GiveBIG, Peggy will confirm any donations made to the MGF PayPal account on that day. 
The MGFWS confirmed there would be a Master Gardener of the Year award this year, 
so Penny will send out information about nominations. 

COMMITTEE / PROJECT REPORTS 

 Raffle. There were $4500 in ticket sales. Kudos to Bob and to Karen H for her efforts to 
keep the sales straight.  

 Clinics. Tablets worked well at the Plant Sale. Susan Eby received a single tablet for use 
at the CUH clinic. Gary reviewed the criteria for other clinics to assess whether they 
could make use of a tablet on a test basis. The tablets are dual purpose and available for 
Foundation events as needed. Dave reminded the Board that Tech Soup may offer 
discount deals on Hot Spot accounts. Peggy emphasized the need for training to use the 
tablets while interacting with the public. Gary will work with Elaine to send a message to 
the clinics regarding these criteria and invite requests for their use. Based on this test, 
the Board will decide whether to invest in more tablets and wider use. 

 Development. The Seattle Foundation experienced significant technical problems with 
the new GiveBIG platform this year, and the results to date, without matching funds 
included, are slightly less than in 2015. Marty is working to incorporate Dave’s text into 
the legacy giving brochure. 

 Membership. There will be a Master Gardener of the Year award this year, but no 
information is available yet. Dave reminded us that the nominee must consent to be 
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nominated. Penny will send the message as soon as the deadline and criteria are 
published for 2016. 

 Summer Picnic. Gary mentioned that Alison and Horst agreed to work together on a 
summer event for the King County Master Gardeners. The Board agreed to send a 
survey to the MGs to determine if there is sufficient interest in such an event and 
preferences for locations and times during late July or August. Peggy suggested that this 
kind of an event could take the place of the annual Foundation meeting and/or the 
Recognition Dinner. Dave suggested Gary speak with Elaine Anderson to see if we could 
combine the Recognition Dinner with this kind of summer event. 

 Clinic & Garden Liaisons. Anne will update the Clinic & Garden liaison list following the 
June Board meeting to reflect changes in the clinics and gardens.  

 Committee Assignments. Sharon Englund offered to join the Audit Committee in 
Penny’s place. Dave suggested members review their committee descriptions to update 
goals, and review which committee they might like to lead in the next term. 
 

Dave ended the meeting by thanking the Board, and his appreciation for the productivity of this 
Board and their willingness to focus on the Foundation and participate wholeheartedly in 
discussions. The meeting ended with a brief appreciation celebration for Dave, presentation of 
a signed caricature and refreshments. 
 
Next Meeting: Thursday, June 9 at CUH at 7:00PM. 
ADJOURNED: 8:10 PM 

Submitted by Penny Kriese, Secretary 


