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BOARD MEETING 

10 September 2015 

REPORT* 
  
Present:  Kelly Angell, Anne Ellett, Dave Hanower, Sue Kraemer, Stephenie Kramer, Penny 
Kriese, Michelle Roedell, Community Relations Consultant, and Elaine Anderson, Program 
Coordinator 
Guests: Carol Grimes, Paul Gardiner, Alison Johnson 
Absent: Bob Connor, Susan Dodd, Sharon Englund, Rick Gillmore, Gordon Polson, Gary 
Scheider, Peggy Smith 

CALL TO ORDER: Dave reported that a quorum was NOT present.  Due to the lack of a quorum, 
the meeting was not formally called to order but began at 7:25PM to hear information reports. 
The meeting was held at the Neely Mansion in Auburn, following a tour of the Demonstration 
Garden on the Mansion’s grounds.  

ANNOUNCEMENTS 

 Dave noted that in the absence of a quorum no formal decisions would be made. The 
new Board members, Alison and Paul, would be elected at the next regular meeting. 

 Approval of the minutes of the August Board was deferred to the October meeting. 

 Dave thanked Carol Grimes and the Neely Mansion Association and staff for their 
hospitality, tour of the grounds and house, and use of the facility. 

 
TREASURER’S REPORT 

 Dave presented the Treasurer’s report in Peggy absence, reviewing income and expense 
items. There were no new RFFs or overages this month. The Clinics Committee overage 
was approved last month, and there are no more RFF funds available within the current 
year’s budget.  

 Peggy will be sending out 2016 budget requests shortly to clinics and gardens.  

 Proposed revisions to the Finance Policy were reviewed. 

PROGRAM REPORT – Elaine  

 Elaine announced that the MG participation in the Eldergrow program will have to be 
discontinued because that program has been identified as a for-profit organization. MG 
volunteers cannot be used for a for-profit program. Eldergrow is not yet incorporated 
nor has the leader acquired the necessary license. Dave noted that it might be able to 
be incorporated as a non-profit corporation under Washington state law, even if it 
would not be tax-exempt under  Section 501(c)(3) (a federal tax exempt status). He will 
follow up with Sue K. on this matter. Elaine will find out if WSU requires a non-profit to 
be a 501(c)(3) in order to allow MGs to participate, and notify interested MGs of the 
results. 

 Lisa Haglund, the Rain Garden Coordinator, secured a $3800 grant for the rain garden 
program, replacing the contribution that was previously provided by the Russell Family 
Foundation.  
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 Elaine provided copies of Ciscoe Morris’ article encouraging participation in the MG 
program, and announcing that the application period is now open. There was an 
upsurge in applications as a result. Michelle R. announced that press releases for the 
application period had been sent to the south King County area community 
communications. 

 Recognition nomination forms will be posted online shortly. Elaine suggested that the 
Board might want to nominate Gary S in recognition of his high profile efforts for the 
clinics and, in particular, the clinic refresh program this year. 

ORGANIZATIONAL MATTERS 

 Annual Meeting/Recognition Dinner. Dave will send out a signup sheet to the Board for 
setup, check in, and cleanup. Elaine offered to coordinate volunteers for the event and 
organize a speaker. No caterer has been identified. Penny will work with Elaine to 
identify a caterer for the event. There is a budget for this event.  

 Election of Directors. Alison Johnson and Paul Gardiner have agreed to serve, but their 
formal election is deferred to the next meeting. 

 Foundation Publications. In light of last month’s decision to eliminate The Dirt 
newsletter, the Board discussed the purpose of a single publication. There is a 
continuing need to clarify the distinction between the Foundation and the Program, and 
to provide alerts and information directly from the Foundation. Michelle noted that 
more time is being spent on formatting the newsletter than originally planned, thus 
limiting her time available for publicity and other responsibilities. It was suggested that 
the mission of The Connection be expanded to include links to the website to announce 
Foundation news and add other items previously included in The Dirt. The Newsletter 
Committee will meet prior to the next Board meeting to clarify the expanded purpose of 
The Connection and the production process. Paul G. has agreed to be involved, along 
with Anne E., Michelle R., and Marty Byrne, the current editor of The Dirt.  

Dave suggested we redefine existing committees to form a Communications and 
Community Relations Committee and consolidate the current Communications, 
Website, and Newsletter committees. 

The possible use of Karen Hausrath’s time as a communications assistant will be 
considered as part of the 2016 budget discussions. 

 Liaisons. New Board members were asked to review the list of gardens and clinics to 
identify which ones they might be interested in liaising with. 

 Action Items were reviewed and dates modified.  

 A’Key Grant. Dave will announce the notifications of the grant. Paul G. offered to 
make the announcement at the State Conference next week. 

 Education Committee. Sue Kraemer and Bruce Bennett will co-chair this committee. 
Their mission will be to provide advanced continuing education for Master 
Gardeners and general garden education for the public. Emily Bishton has offered to 
host an education event at the Magnuson Children’s Garden. Dave reminded the 
Board that as part of its charter, the Foundation is to provide general gardening 
educational for the public as well as advanced education for MGs. 
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 State Master Gardener Foundation representative. This position is still vacant. Dave 
mentioned that the state Foundation has asked about the possibility of King County 
MGs hosting the state conference at a future date. 

Dave will provide an updated list of Action Items following the meeting. 

COMMITTEE / PROJECT REPORTS 

 Community Relations. Michelle reported sending press releases regarding the 2016 MG 
application. She will consider creating Constant Contact lists of local media to send news 
releases. Michelle will share potential newsletter topics to the Board for review. 
Michelle will send the summary of the clinic leader survey results. She intends to share 
the results with the clinic leaders as well. She will look for opportunities to create 
templates for posters and announcements for clinic leaders to use to publicize their 
activities. No actionable steps have been considered yet. 

 
Next Meeting: Thursday, October 8 at CUH at 7:00PM. 
ADJOURNED: 8:40 PM 

Submitted by Penny Kriese, Secretary 
* This report will suffice to capture the discussions at tonight’s meeting in the absence of a 
quorum and formal meeting. 


