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BOARD MEETING 

11 June 2015 

MINUTES 
  
Present:  Kelly Angell, Bob Connor, Susan Dodd, Anne Ellett, Sharon Englund, Rick Gillmore, 
Dave Hanower, Stephenie Kramer, Penny Kriese, Horst Momber, Martha Pinsky, Gordon 
Polson, Peggy Smith, Gary Scheider, Michelle Roedell, Community Relations Consultant, and 
Elaine Anderson, Program Coordinator 
Guests: Nancy Purcell from Soos Creek Botanical Garden 
Absent: Sue Kraemer 

CALL TO ORDER: The organizational meeting for the 2015-2016 Board of Directors was called to 
order at 7:05 PM at the Center for Urban Horticulture. 

ANNOUNCEMENTS 

 Introductions: All Board members and guests were introduced.  Dave welcomed 
Stephenie and Martha to the Board.  Dave reported that Diane Larkin had resigned as a 
director. 

 Minutes of the May Board meeting were unanimously approved with one revision. 
 
TREASURER’S REPORT 

 The Treasurer reviewed the balance sheet and year-to-date against budget, noting that 
we are currently $33,000 ahead of budget. A new donation has been received for the 
Pinyuh Cactus Bed. All Plant Sale deposits have been made, but expenses are still 
outstanding. Peggy will send Gary the spreadsheet of clinic expenses per his request. 
The Audit Committee will meet prior to the next Board meeting.  

 RFFs. Neely Mansion submitted an RFF for $1169 in excess of their approved budget 
($400). There was considerable discussion by the Board regarding these expenses which 
were incurred prior to Board approval. Following a similar event last year with this same 
garden, the Treasurer sent a letter in January 2015 to the garden leader confirming their 
approved $400 budget and noting that all expenses exceeding the budget must be pre-
approved. Considering the importance of prior approval by the Board for expenses 
incurred by clinics and gardens, the Board asked that the President send a stern letter to 
the garden leader about these expenses, and note that further expenses for this garden 
for the current budget year have not been approved. The Board approved the RFF with 
one opposing vote and with the caveat that the letter be sent. Further discussions will 
encourage the leader to find third party funding that is donated to the Foundation and 
dispersed through the designated funds for that garden. 

PROGRAM REPORT – Elaine  

 Sous Creek Botanical Garden. Nancy Purcell attended on behalf of a proposed 
demonstration garden at the Soos Creek Botanical Garden. Nancy highlighted the 
features of the garden and its role as a demonstration garden, it is open to the public 
four days a week and provides education lectures in conjunction with Mountain View 
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School. Elaine announced she has approved this demonstration garden as a Growing 
Groceries Demonstration Garden. The Board unanimously approved providing $300 for 
the newly recognized Soos Creek Demonstration Garden. 2015 expenses will be 
submitted and reimbursed from this budget. The garden will submit a budget for 2016 
during the budget process in the fall. 

 Carkeek Park. There are six large garden beds suitable for a demonstration garden if 
MGs are allowed to maintain and provide education about the native plant garden. The 
Carkeek Park’s Board wants the garden to be an educational garden. The Park’s lead is 
not a Master Gardener but the maintenance gardeners are Master Gardeners. Elaine 
recommended that the Board support this effort. Dave asked that the MG leads present 
their funding and educational plans to the Board once Elaine has confirmed her decision 
to move forward with this as a demonstration garden. 

ORGANIZATIONAL MATTERS 

 Election of Officers. The Board unanimously approved the election of Peggy Smith as 
Treasurer and Penny Kriese as Secretary. Dave reminded the group that his term as 
President and as Board member ends in 2016. He is hoping to identify his replacement 
by the fall to allow for a smooth transition. 

 Master Gardener of the Year nomination. Four King County Master Gardeners were 
nominated for the State Foundation’s Master Gardener of the Year Award. The Board 
unanimously approved the nomination of Joyce Harms as the King County candidate to 
the State Foundation. Joyce is being recognized for her contributions not only to the 
clinic she works with but also for her engagement as a leader for the Program, an 
activist for continuing education programs, and as a former member of the Board of the 
Foundation in King County. 

 A’Key Selection Committee. The deadline for submitting requests for the A’Key Grant is 
July 1.  Dave reported that at least one county has indicated that it will submit an 
application.   In accordance to the procedures previously approved by the Board, final 
selection will be made by a committee consisting of two members appointed by our 
Foundation and two members appointed by the State Foundation.  Anne Ellet and 
Stephenie Kramer were designated as the MGFKC representatives.  Dave will ask the 
State Foundation’s President to nominate two members.  . 

 Board vacancies. Dave has approached one Master Gardener who declined to fill the 
vacancy created by Diane Larkin’s resignation. Master Gardeners Paul and Karen 
Gardiner and Alison Johnson, will be approached by Gary about these vacancies.  Board 
members are encouraged to identify potential members. 

 Expectations for the Board Members. Dave asked that the current officers review the 
list of expectations for their positions for updates. He also asked that Committee chairs 
review the stated objectives for the committees and members to make changes as 
necessary for the coming year. Major committees looking for leads are 
Communications, Education, Governance, Personnel, and Membership. Chairs do not 
have to be members of the Board. This topic will be part of the July agenda. 

 Annual calendar. The calendar will be reviewed and updated at the July meeting. The 
Recognition Dinner is set for October 21. This event needs a lead. Horst has two cases of 
wine plus left from the Plant Sale for this event. 
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 Liaisons. Every clinic and garden has a Board liaison to interact on behalf of the 
Foundation. Anne will provide a list of current liaisons to the Board members for review, 
and allow new members to indicate their preferences for the open positions. 

 Action Items were reviewed, marked as completed, and dates added or modified.  
o Summer Board meetings will be at the Cesar Chavez Community Garden (July) 

and Marymoor P-Patch (August). The option to have these as pot lucks is open. 
The September meeting location has not been confirmed, but there is interest in 
Neely Mansion or the Soos Creek garden. 

o Recognition items. The Board will review proposed recognition items at the July 
meeting. Penny mentioned that the trainees have asked to be able to get MG tee 
shirts when they complete the program. The purpose of the recognition items is 
to show the Foundation’s gratitude for the work of our MG volunteers. 

Dave will provide an updated list of Action Items following the meeting. 

COMMITTEE / PROJECT REPORTS 

 Fall 2016 Plant Sale Update. Gordon has not yet put a down payment for a date for the 
fall event in 2016. Plans continue to move forward otherwise. 

 Community Relations. Michelle introduced the new monthly online newsletter concept. 
o Constant Contact. Michelle suggested we look into using this vendor for delivery 

of our email newsletter. Penny reported on the tool, its features, costs and 
metrics. The higher expense plan includes surveys and registration tools, 
templates and support. Subgroups may be formed to receive separate emails, 
and the email list may be expanded beyond MGs but include sponsors and 
supporters. The Board unanimously agreed to create a Constant Contact 
account, and to pay for 12 months for the Email Plus package in advance 
including the non-profit and pre-pay discounts. The Communications Committee 
will oversee the email list management. 

o Michelle has sent an email to the clinic leads to gather ideas about priorities for 
her focus in the next year. 

 Regional MG meetings. Penny’s husband will provide a map showing the distribution of 
King County Master Gardeners to help create geographic subgroups within the county 
to improve communication. The map will be a topic for discussion at the July meeting. 

 Clinics Committee. The new clinic materials are due to be delivered in the next few 
weeks. 

 
Next Meeting: Thursday, July 9 at El Centro de la Raza , 2524 16th Ave S, at 7:00PM. The event 
will be preceded by a tour of the Cesar Chavez  Demo Garden (at El Centro) at 6:30. 
 

ADJOURNED: 8:55 PM 

Submitted by Penny Kriese, Secretary 


