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BOARD MEETING 

14 May 2015 

MINUTES 
  
Present: Kelly Angell, Bob Connor, Susan Dodd, Anne Ellett, Sharon Englund, Rick Gillmore, 
Dave Hanower, Sue Kraemer, Penny Kriese, Horst Momber, Gordon Polson, Gary Scheider, 
Peggy Smith; Elaine Anderson-Program Coordinator 
Absent: Joyce Harms, Diane Larkin, Judy Porterfield 
Guests: Stephenie Kramer, Michelle Roedell, Beverly vanHartesvelt 
 
CALL TO ORDER: The meeting was called to order at 7:05PM at CUH. 

ANNOUNCEMENTS 

 Dave introduced guests Stephenie Kramer, who is a candidate for election to the Board, 
Michelle Roedell, the new Community Relations Manager, and Beverly vanHartesvelt, a 
Master Gardener working with Gordon Polson on the proposed 2016 Bellevue MG Plant 
Sale. 

 The Board approved the minutes of the April Board meeting. 

 Dave asked that the outgoing directors, Judy Porterfield and Joyce Harms, be recognized 
for their contributions to the Foundation and the Master Gardener program during their 
tenure on the Board. The Board unanimously approved this recognition of their efforts 
and the presentation of a certificate of appreciation to be given to each. 

 
TREASURER’S REPORT 

 Balance Sheet was reviewed. The Bellevue Demo Garden Plant Sale provided $4292 in 
sales receipts this year. Peggy explained that because the cutoff date was the end of 
April, the income did not include the estimated receipt of $4530 from the GiveBIG 
donations and the $4632 in raffle sales.  

 Under Expenses, the Neely Mansion Demonstration Garden submitted expenses 
($1569.31) in excess of their allotted budget ($400) again as happened in 2014. Peggy 
sent them a check for $400, asking that they provide an RFF for the difference per their 
agreement. Discussion with Sharon Englund, the Gardens Committee Chair, indicated 
that the Neely Mansion garden leader planned to submit a budget request for $2500 in 
January, after the annual Foundation budget was approved, but that budget was never 
provided to the Board. Sharon will work with the Neely Mansion Garden to resolve this. 

 Requests for Funds (RFF) 
o Credit Card Machines for Plant Sale. The new credit card machines for the Plant 

Sale were purchased, and the Board formally approved the final amount of $840 
for this purchase. There were myriad problems with the machines’ setup and 
upload of credit card charges. Final sales results should be available by the end 
of June. 

o There were no new RFFs. 
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PROGRAM REPORT 

 The Rain Garden training in April was a great success. There were two days of 
instruction, and 20 Master Gardeners participated in the training. 

 The ElderGrow program is moving forward. Board member Sue Kraemer is a lead for this 
outreach program to provide horticulture therapy for elders. 

 One of the cash boxes [registers?] borrowed from NHS for the Plant Sale is missing. 

 Elaine will be working to update the King County MG pages on the WSU website. Penny 
offered to work with her on this effort. 

  
ORGANIZATIONAL MATTERS 

 Community Relations. Michelle Roedell, the newly hired Community Relations 
Manager, reported on her first days on the job. She has reached out to the State 
Program Coordinator, Nicole Martini, to provide a survey to the other county programs 
about what kinds of community-building efforts they are using. She has reached out to 
the Board via email to ask for their help in setting priorities for the coming year. In 
addition, she will focus on a monthly newsletter, community-building opportunities, 
getting to know the Foundation, public information opportunities, and working on 
developing ongoing communications with businesses with shared interests. 

 Elections. The voting closes on the 15th, and, after a couple of false starts, five 
candidates are on the slate for five open positions. All candidates will be elected. 

 Board Calendar. 
o Master Gardener of the Year nominations deadline is June 15.  

 Action Items were reviewed and dates modified.  
o Dave and Penny will work on the announcement of the MG of the Year 

nomination process. 
o Dave and Penny will provide a geographic distribution of MGs in June. 
o Rick will develop ideas for corporate sponsorships to present in September. 

Dave will provide an updated list of Action Items following the meeting. 

COMMITTEE / PROJECT REPORTS. 

 Plant Sale Recap. Horst reported that 321 MG volunteered at this year’s Plant Sale. 
There seemed to be fewer sales, the totals are not yet in. The setup this year was very 
smooth, and Abbey rentals helped to take down the tables making the take-down 
easier. The department chairs had a rehash on Tuesday, May 12, discussing some of the 
results, the lack of diversity in perennials, too low pricing, and the response to this 
year’s NHS Hall participants. The Preview Party was well attended, and it seemed that 
music and food tended to keep the guests at the party rather than shopping. The 
departments and the leadership will begin meeting in October to plan the 2016 sale. 
The Board approved the requested budget increases for $670 for pizza and additional 
plants and table covers. They also agreed to pay for the banner for the gloves table 
($50). 

 Development. Rick reported the Raffle ticket sales were 2300 tickets. Rick thanked 
Karen Hausrath for helping track sales and tickets. Rick will document the raffle 
procedures and provide this by September. GiveBIG resulted in ~$4500 before the 
matching funds are included. The Board asked that we find out what kind of message is 



MGFKC Board Meeting minutes, May 2015 

  

3 

 

sent to donors and by whom to ensure that this action is part of the process. The King 
County matching program will be renewed in the fall. 

 Membership-Master Gardener of the Year. Diane is not able to receive and send emails 
with attachments, so Dave will respond to questions about the Master Gardener of the 
Year nominations. Penny will send a message for Elaine to distribute, and post the 
information to the website. 

o Recognition Items. Dave asked for the Board to send him their ideas by the June 
meeting for recognition items to give to MGs this year.  

 Fall Plant Sale in Bellevue. Gordon Polson and Beverly vanHartesvelt presented a 
proposal for the ‘King County Master Gardener Fall Festival’ in Bellevue in September 
2016. They are looking for plant vendors, music, food vendors, and celebrity speakers 
for the event. The Board approved $500 for them to spend as a down payment on the 
Bellevue Botanical Garden for Saturday, September 17, 2016, for the event. The plan is 
for this to be a break-even event. They will continue to keep the Board informed as the 
planning proceeds. 

 Liaison Reports. 
o Clinics. Gary reported that he intends to order the first of the new clinic signs by 

the June meeting. He is asking the Board Liaisons to act as go-betweens for the 
Committee to follow through with delivery of the new items.  
 

 Dave asked for suggestions for locations for the summer Board meetings. Gia Parsons 
has recommended the Marymoor Pea Patch as a location, using their open shelter if 
weather permits, or the nearby Panera Bread meeting space. Gary said we need to 
check the nearby concert schedule for possible impact. Anne suggested we return to the 
renovated Cesar Chavez garden. Other spaces mentioned were BDG and Neely Mansion.  

 
Next Meeting: Thursday, June 11 at CUH (unless otherwise specified) at 7:00PM. 
ADJOURNED: 8:50 PM 

Submitted by Penny Kriese, Secretary 


