
 
Peggy Smith was elect-
ed as our new Treasurer.  
Peggy is a veteran Mas-
ter Gardener and works 
in the Ballard Farmer’s 
Market clinic.  Peggy 
has a MBA degree and 
is a retired chief finan-
cial officer.  We are 
fortunate to have Peggy 
as our Treasurer.   
 
At the Board’s July 
meeting, Horst Momber 
announced that he would 
be stepping down as 
Plant Sale Chair after 
the 2014 Plant Sale.  
We are looking for 
someone to work with 
Horst over the next 
year, and to take over 
as the Plant Sale Coor-
dinator for the 2015 
Plant Sale.  Our Board is 
fully committed to mak-
ing this a successful tran-
sition, and to provide 
whatever support is nec-
essary.  Please read the 
article about this transi-
tion.  Thank you. 

  

I want to start by 
thanking Horst 
Momber and his en-
tire committee on an-
other very successful 
Plant Sale.  I also 
want to thank each of 
our Master Gardeners 
who volunteered to 
work at the Sale or on 
the set-up or tear-
down crews.  It is 
wonderful to see such 
a large group of 
committed MGs come 
together to support 
our most important 
fund-raising event.  
This edition of the 
newsletter contains an 
article recapping the 
Sale. 
 
  

 
Steve Scott and Joyce 
Harms once again did 
a great job on the 
Raffle, which raised 
nearly $7,500 for the 
Foundation.    
 
Congratulations to 
Carol Arnold, Gordon 
Polson, Gary 
Scheider, and Peggy 
Smith on their election 
to the Board of Direc-
tors for a three-year 
term beginning on 
June 1.  Gordon and 
Gary are new to the 
Board.  We also want 
to thank outgoing di-
rectors Mick Duggan, 
Cecilia McGowan and 
Sam Mitchell for their 
tremendous contribu-
tions to the Founda-
tion . . . they will be 
missed!  Signa Treat 
and her Search Com-
mittee did an excel-
lent job coordinating 
this year’s board 
elections . . . thank 
you! 

A Note from Our President, Dave Hanower 

MEMBERSHIP  
COMMITTEE 

2 

BOARD OF  
DIRECTORS RECAP 

2 

GMO WHEAT IN  
OREGON 

2 

FINANCE REPORT 3 

THANK YOU  
KING COUNTY  
EMPLOYEES! 

3 

PLANT SALE 4 & 5 

SEARCHING FOR A 
NEW PLANT SALE 
CHAIR 
 
BOOKS 

6 

Inside this issue: 

July 2013 

The Dirt 
The Newsletter of  the Master Gardener Foundation of  King County 



Page 2 

Future Foundation Meetings 
All Master Gardener’s are welcome and encouraged to 

attend board meetings. 

Thursday, August 8, at Bellevue Demonstration Garden 

6:30pm garden tour, business meeting 7 pm to 8:30 pm 

Thursday, September 12, 7 pm to 8:30 pm, CUH 

Thursday, October 10, 7 pm to 8:30 pm, CUH 

Always check to ensure the meeting time/place have not 

changed. 

Board of Directors Election Recap 
 

The 2013 elections for the Board of Directors is now 
complete.  Carol Arnold, Dave Hanower, Gordon Polson, 

Gary Scheider and Peggy Smith were each elected to 
serve a three-year term, which began on June 1.  Carol, 
Dave and Peggy were re-elected to the Board.   

 
Gordon is the clinic leader for the Mercer Island 

Clinic, and set up a Children’s Garden at one of Mercer 

Island’s middle schools.  This past year, Gordon was very 
active in plant propagation for our Plant Sale.   

 

Gary is a member of the Snoqualmie Valley Clin-
ic.  He has been active in the development and imple-
mentation of the Growing Groceries project. 
 

The mission of the MG Foundation 
Membership Committee is to reach out to 

Master Gardeners all over King County. 
Our latest project is to contact members 
who have dropped out of the program 

for one reason or another. We are asking 

several questions: 

1. Did you enjoy your experience as a 

MG? Why or why not? 
2. What would have made your 

experience more satisfying? 

3. Would you like assistance in trying to 
get your MG membership 

reactivated? 

Let us know if YOU have ideas for 
reaching out to our members or if YOU 
would like to report YOUR experiences 

with MG. Contact Carol Arnold at 
carol.s.arnold@gmail.com with your ideas 

and comments. 

GMO wheat was recently found in a field in 
eastern Oregon.  Since the appearance of 
the wheat the mystery has only deepened.  
Here’s a link to the story on NPR* if you 

would like to listen to it or read the transcript.  
 
*http://www.npr.org/blogs/thesalt/2013/07/17/202684064/in-

oregon-the-gmo-wheat-mystery-deepens 

Get Involved With Membership! 
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The Foundation is now a member of a group of organizations to 

whom employees of King County can donate money through their 
King County Employees Giving Program.   
 

When their campaign begins in the fall, the Master Gardener Foun-
dation of King County will be on the donation list.   
 

We are very excited about this opportunity.  Our organization will 
become visible to all King County employees.  Who knows, we may 
even pick up a few more Master Gardeners! 

 
If you currently are a King County employee, or know somebody 
who works for the county, please let them in on this great news.  

King County Master Gardener Finance Report 
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‘IF YOU HAVE  

A GARDEN AND A 

 LIBRARY,  

YOU HAVE 

EVERYTHING  

YOU NEED.’ 

   CICERO 

Income year to date June 2013   

    Donations $10,485 

    Flower & Garden Show 8,500 

    Plant sale & raffle 31,479 

    Other income 3,817 

Total income $54,281 

   

Expenses year to date 2013   

    Program expenses $27,185 

    Administrative expenses 1,612 

Total expenses $31,479 

Thank You King County Employees! 

Like Us! 
Master Gardener Foundation of King County 

 
Visit Us! 
MGFKC Website: http://www.mgfkc.org 
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Plant Sale 2013 has been finalized. Due to the budget work by Mick Duggan, Kristi Vellema and Steve Layman, we 
now have a more accurate picture of income and expenses and will use this information for future planning. 
  
Remember last year’s dismal weather for our pre-sale? This year’s beautiful Friday Pre-Sale evening resulted in a sig-
nificantly larger sale that evening, but then people stayed home on the unusually warm Saturday and Sunday. We just 
didn’t have the volume. Our expenses were down, since we didn’t have the van, or the parking lots. Overall our profit 
was $26,436.88, just $262.78 more than 2012. 
  
What’s ahead for next year? A perennial group (Kathy Lapham, Sam Mitchell, Gordon Polson, Barb Ragee, Linda 
Rasp, Barb Szekais, and Portia Wilcock) are at work developing processes and procedures for this department to in-
clude efficient digging, tracking, dividing, transplanting, labeling, pricing and procurement of quality plants for our 
sale. If you have ideas, sources for plants, or are available to help in any part of this effort, contact any one of the 
perennial group, above. 
  
Plan ahead to be one of the 200+ volunteers at Plant Sale 2014: Set-up and Pre-Sale on Friday, May 2; public sale 
on Saturday, May 3 and Sunday, May 4.  

Plant Sale! By Horst Momber 

Lining up to get in the sale… 

no pushing, but lots of anticipation!  

A rush to the tomato tent 

Tomatoes galore! 
A beautiful sunny day 
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Ornamentals going fast 
Stunning natives 

All the veggies you would want to grow 
A few of the vendors 

Yes, I can sell you 500 raffle tickets 

Just a few tomatoes and perennials left 

The Dirt 
The Newsletter of  the Master Gardener Foundation of  King County 



Plant Breeding for the Home 
Gardener: How to Create 

Unique Vegetables & Flowers 
by Joseph Tychonievich, 

Timber Press, 2013 

The Intelligent Gardener: 
Growing Nutrient-Dense Food 

by Steve Solomon, New 
Society Publishers, 2013 

We Master Gardeners are talented people.  Some of us have had 
multiple careers, some of us are retired, and some of us have 
honed our skills in other volunteer venues prior to becoming a 

Master Gardener (or are even doing so concurrently).   
 

We are looking for one of us – one of us who enjoys plants,  

planning and people.   
Is this you? 

 

Horst Momber will retire as Plant Sale Chair at the conclusion of 
the 2014 sale.   We will need a new Plant Sale Coordinator 
(doesn’t that sound less daunting than Chair?) for 2015. 

  
One of us needs to help keep this key fund raising event moving 
forward and serve as an Intern with Horst from now until that time, 

and assume a leadership role for the 2015 sale.  Horst has 
volunteered to stay on as Volunteer Coordinator. (And that’s a big 
chunk of what happens before and during the Plant Sale.) 

 
The Plant Sale is important to all of us, but not so big compared to 
the kinds of projects and undertakings that many of us have either 

led or participated in at work or in other settings.  Don’t let those 
skills get rusty; use them in support of something important to all of 
us, and have fun doing it.  

 
This is our main fundraising effort, and the main source of the 
funding that supports our clinics, outreach efforts and 

demonstration gardens.  We do it, not taxes, not government, not 
business, but each of us, working together.  And, if we don’t do it, 
we – and our communities – will be the losers. 

 
We guarantee lots of support and assistance from other talented 
people.  And, if you have ideas of how better to accomplish this 

undertaking, let us know.  For example – how about co-
coordinators?  You and another MG?  Let’s get creative here . . . 
after all, if realignment works for Microsoft, it should work for us 

too! 
 
Questions and may be directed to Horst Momber; Foundation 

President Dave Hanower president@mgfkc.org or any King County 
Master Gardener Foundation Board member.   
 

 

The Master Gardeners of King County Want YOU! 

Page 6 

The Dirt 
The Newsletter of  the Master Gardener Foundation of  King County 

mailto:president@mgfkc.org


  

 

 

Page 7 

We Want Your Ideas for Recurring Columns!  
Send us an email: newsletter@mgfkc.org 

What’s Happening in Your 

Patch? 

Here’s where you tell us 

what’s going on in your clinic 

and demo garden.   

Trips You’ve Taken/Gardens 

You Have Visited 

Pease include some photos!  

Garden Visits  
 
Provide reasons why and  
address.    
 
Catalogs 
 
What are your favorite/least 
favorite catalogs and why?   

News  
What do you want other 
MG’s to know about?  Events, 
classes, happenings? 
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Questions? 

 
Comments? 
 
Submissions? 

 
Send us an e-mail! 
 

newsletter@mgfkc.org 

Master Gardener Foundation of King County  

Center for Urban Horticulture  
University of Washington  

Box 354115  
Seattle WA 98195  
Phone: 206.543.0221  
 

Newsletter Co-editors 
 

 Anne Ellett  

 Cecilia McGowan 
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